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meeting of each year (January) and includes subscription to The Flowstone. 
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Arnold St., Cullman, AL. All visitors and prospective members are welcome. 
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2009 SERA Summer Cave 

Carnival.... Pre-registration 
       

2009 SERA Summer Cave Carnival 

Walker County, Georgia May 28-31. 

 

The Nashville Grotto is pleased to be 

hosting the 2009 SERA Summer 

Cave Carnival on May 28-31 

(weekend after Memorial Day) in 

Walker County, Georgia. Pre-

registration is now open. 

 

The site is one that is familiar to 

many folks as TAG on the Mountain, 

aka The TAG Site. For SERA, we 

are calling it the "Camp on Little 

River", and the Grotto is making 

plans for some exciting events. 

 

In addition to caving vendors, a 

Saturday night band, hot tub and 

sauna, door prizes and socializing, 

we will be having led cave trips, a 

foot race and a caver's race, a Friday 

night jam session, rope climbing 

contest, midway games and some 

other special events that our 

showman Jody Bailey is cooking up. 

 

The event web site is already up and 

running with a Registration form and 

a Vendor form available. 

http://www.sera2009.org/ 

 

Check back often as we will continue 

to update the site. If you have any 

suggestions or general questions, 

please visit the Event forum,  

http://sera2009.org/forum/1 

 

A portion of the proceeds to the 

Southeastern Cave Conservancy, to 

further its mission of cave 

acquisition, http:// www.scci.org. 

 

John L. Hickman Chair, 2009 SERA 

Summer Cave Carnival 

chair@sera2009.org 

_____________________________ 

Crawlathon 2009 
Crawlathon 2009 has been 

Canceled... 

This request has been made due to 

the significant threat of the 

introduction to Kentucky of white-

nose syndrome, a disease that is fatal 

to hibernating bats and has been 

found in caves in Northeastern states. 

In recent days and weeks, this 

disease has spread to other states. 

 

Carter Caves State Resort Park is 

home to 65 percent of the stateôs 

hibernating population of Indiana 

bats, a federally endangered species. 

 

We apologize for any inconvenience 

this may  cause you. For more  

information about this disease, visit   

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/white_

nose.html 

 

We will be providing a full refund of 

your registration fee and you will be 

able to cancel your lodging 

reservations at Carter Caves State 

Resort Park without a penalty. (You 

will need to call the park at 1- 800-

325-0059 in order to cancel your 

lodging reservations.) 

 

Again, I apologize for any 

inconvenience this may cause you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gerry van der Meer Commissioner 

Kentucky State Parks 

_____________________________ 

ALABAMA CAVE SURVEY  
Now that hunting season is over for 

most of our area, it's time to get out 

and ridgewalk. Please keep the new 

caves coming in. You do not have to 

wait until the last minute to send me 

the info. In fact it helps if we get it as 

soon as possible. 

  

Alan will be scheduling the annual 

meeting soon. Look for his email. 

  

Thanks 

  

Scott Shaw  

Alabama Cave Survey Board  

256-426-3576  

_____________________________ 

 

Morgan Co. Sinkhole                                                             
A sinkhole that has continually 

grown bigger over the past several 

years has now opened to a depth that 

reaches the limestone bedrock. 

According to the property owners 

there is a short drop that could lead 

to more passage but it will need to be 

micro blasted. I went down into the 

sinkhole about 10-12 yrs ago but 

found it to be nothing more that a 

mud passage with a buch of roots 

intersecting it. I made the comment 

then that we should give it a few 

more years and see was develops. 

Perhaps the time has come The 

sinkhole is located near Falkville. 

Sounds like a project for the Cullman 

Grotto.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blount County ï    

Bangor Cave   
  
Bangor Cave +/- 63 Acres: If you are 

looking for a unique tract of land for 

sale in Blount County, Alabama, you 

have visited the right property. This 

is a beautiful tract of timberland with 

historic Bangor Cave located on the 

property. Bangor Cave was used as a 

speak-easy during Prohibition and a 

bomb shelter by the Federal 

Government during the cold war. 

Located in close proximity to 

Birmingham, Alabama, this land can 

be characterized by ridge top views, 

mature pine and hardwoods, and 

frontage along Highway 31 and 

ECHO))))) CHAMBER  

TAG Calendar 

Feb 7 
Grotto trip 
TBA 
 
Apr 7 
Grotto rmtg 
7:30p L&N Depot 
 
Apr 11 
Grotto trip 
TBA 
 
May 21-25 
Kentucky Speleofest  
Held at the Lone Star Preserve, 
hosted by the Louisville Grotto. 
See the Speleofest Web site for 
details, or contact Shelly Wolf. 
 
May 28-31 
SERA Cave Carnival  
58

th
 Annual hosted by the 

Nashville Grotto of the NSS, will 
be held in Walker County, 
Georgia. For more information 
contact the Event Chair, 
chair@sera2009.org or visit the 
SERA 2009 web site. 
 
July 19 ï 26 
NSS Convention  
Kerrville, TX , held in conjunction 
with the International Congress of 
Speleology. See the convention 
website for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sera2009.org/
http://sera2009.org/forum/1
http://www.scci.org/
mailto:chair@sera2009.org
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/white_nose.html
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/white_nose.html
http://louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.htm
mailto:cavewolf@hotmail.com
mailto:chair@sera2009.org?subject=Request%20info%20on%20SERA%202009
http://www.sera2009.org/
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
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Blount County ï    

Bangor Cave   

Bangor Hollow Road. This property 

is also suitable for rural home site(s) 

having frontage along Bangor 

Hollow Road. 

 

Location 

 

Sections 16 & 21, Township 12 

South, Range 2 West, Blount 

County. 

 

Directions 

 

From Birmingham: Travel North on 

I-65, and exit at the US 31/Garden 

City/Blount Springs exit 287. Bear 

right (North) onto US 31. Travel 

North on US 31 for 7.9 miles and 

turn right onto County Road 9 (Eldon 

Ln.). Travel East on County Road 9 

for 0.3 miles, then keep straight onto 

County Road 9 (B O Rd.) for 174 

yards, and turn left (Northwest) onto 

Bangor Hollow Rd. Travel 

Northwest on Bangor Hollow Rd for 

0.6 miles and you will be near the 

green star on the map. 

 

From Cullman: From the intersection 

of US 278 and US 31, travel South 

on US 31 for 15.7 miles, then turn 

left onto County Road 9 (Eldon Ln.). 

Travel East on County Road 9 for 0.3 

miles, then keep straight onto County 

Road 9 (B O Rd.) for 174 yards, and 

turn left (Northwest) onto Bangor 

Hollow Rd. Travel Northwest on 

Bangor Hollow Rd for 0.6 miles and 

you will be near the green star on the 

map. 

 

Green Star GPS: -86.74949° W, 

33.98476° N  

Price : $280,000 

Acreage :  63 +/- 

County :  Blount 

Land Type :  Transitional 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

         
 

               BAT FAX 
Nearly 40% of American bat 
species are in severe decline or 
already listed as endangered or 
threatened. Losses are occurring 
at alarming rates worldwide. 

 

May Grotto Trip to 

Southern, Utah 
 

A recent post exchange on Yahoo 

Canyon Groups 

 

Need some adviceéCanyoneering 

Brief intro: Iôm a member of the NSS 

and have been caving in the 

Southeast for 20+ years.  Each year 

our Grotto takes a trip to different 

places in the US and Mexico to do 

and see different things mainly 

caving related.  However, in 2009 we 

are planning on visiting Southern 

Utah and would like to include 

canyoneering in our week long list of 

activities. 

 

I traveled through Moab back in 

August and stopped by the NP 

offices and picked up some literature, 

also stopped by one of the gear shops 

and bought a canyoneering book (S. 

Allen).  We will be visiting Moab on 

our trip but seems to me that as far as 

slot canyons go they are generally 

west  and south of here, ie 

Hanksville, Zion, etc. Iôve done a fair 

amount of reading and have been 

reviewing posts in the yahoo group 

for several weeks to become more 

familiar with the sport, terminology 

and rating systems. 

 

Obviously we are newbies to slot 

canyons but  there are many 

similarities between it and vertical 

caving with which our group is very 

proficient.   

 

What Iôm asking for are 

recommendations.  Something in the 

half to whole day, intermediate 

technical. Blue John and Robbers 

Roost sound interesting. also, Horse 

Canyon  because of the prehistoric 

sites  but a little advise from those of 

you who do this would be very much 

appreciated and would save us from 

wasting time or worse - getting in 

over our heads. Also, please feel free 

to recommend additional guide 

books and/or suggested reading. 

Iôm aware that many individuals 

make their livelihood guiding thrill 

seekers in this area.  Although, I have 

some respect for those who ñdo it for 

payò, I donôt believe that the group 

will be in favor of paying out lots of 

cash to get our ñfeet wetò.  We have 

in the past paid a guide for-a-day but 

thatôs probably the extent of 

ñprofessionalò help we are willing to  

do. 

Thanks in advance for your helpé 

Kuenn 

http://www.alabamalandinvestments.com/data/listings/images/3_3.jpg
http://www.alabamalandinvestments.com/data/listings/images/3_1.jpg
http://www.alabamalandinvestments.com/data/listings/images/3_2.jpg
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Kuenn, 

Your trip is focused in eastern Utah 

and in May. That can be quite hot. 

Also campsites can be buggy in the 

evening. In some ways, in normal 

snow years, I would have felt Zion fit 

more of the pieces you were looking 

for, with big drops, lots of cooling 

water and in many place, some 

altitude. 

  

 But working with where you are 

centered, there are a few good 

options, which might be a little more 

conditions" sensitive due to the time 

of year. I recommend asking about 

conditions here, in the time before 

you come out here. 

 

To some degree, this is advice thing 

is guess work. Really don't know at 

what level everyone performs and 

has comfort level at. You mentioned 

Bluejohns as having slot, a fair sized 

rap into Horseshoe and the art after 

that. A fine exercise, that one would 

be wise to start early for with its 

length. It has a fair share of and  

slogging in the middle and perhaps 

waiting till late to climb up the final 

hill would be wise. With the car 

shuttle needed, a set up the night 

before might be wise. On the 

downside potentially, it is a fairly 

easy canyon with quite a bit of so so 

fare between its fine features.  

  

 If you did this and found it too easy, 

you could next do Not Mindbender 

or Larry Canyon. A step up, but not 

too big a one, with less slogging. If 

you want to jump a step after a 

Bluejohns, Chambers and Alcatraz 

would be good choices. Again, early 

starts advised. 

This plan keeps you in the Roost and 

reduces travel, but all but Bluejohns 

are pretty short days and are largely 

dry canyons. Also be advised that 

Alcatraz and Chambers, the latter in 

particular, are quite narrow and 

require some strenuous stemming 

and upclimbing. The bigger you are 

the harder it is. Don't jump right in 

there until you test easier fare. I have 

noted that cavers are generally quite 

good at fitting through tight spaces. 

Comes with their territory.  

 

 Another program that could work 

would be the southern Swell. You 

would have to buy that pothole gear 

though. Camping at Hidden 

Splendor, one could do Knotted 

Rope fairly safely, if you get the 

knack of the potholing thing. 

Squeeze is a fine canyon and a finale 

in the keepers of Quandary a 

graduation. One could also bypass 

the Quandary Direct section on day 

one and go do Knotted and Squeeze 

the following days. 

 

Two out of the three drainage's are 

pretty small and this option is only 

good if conditions are a tad wet, due 

to May heat and your comfortable 

with potholing. I would hate to 

suggest something that leads to 

trouble. Again, ask about conditions 

before coming...and recruit someone 

who has done these type canyons 

perhaps? 

  

Last would be North Wash. Maybe 

the best choice? With its narrowness, 

a pretty good choice in the heat. A 

start with East Leprechaun and 

perhaps an afternoon in Middle 

Leprechaun (Shimrock). This one is 

 tighter and more physical. If 

everyone does well in it, 

Shenanigan's is the area classic, but 

be warned. Those 180 pounds or 

more may not get through the 4th 

narrows. Escape is possible after 3 

narrows after the supper dark slanted 

section, on the left). If this pleases, 

Trail Canyon is a good finale but 

only if your big people are strong 

climbers and can go over two narrow 

sections in particular and only if 

you have found all the canyons till 

then reasonably easy.  

 

If you found Middle Leprechaun 

(Shimrock) pretty tough for your 

group. Perhaps Monkey Business, 

Fooling Around and Hog 1 would fit 

better as follow up fare. Some may 

find some of my suggestions to be 

fairly aggressive list. I base it on my 

experience with cavers. I have found 

them to be a strong lot, but be aware, 

your mileage may vary. Test the 

water first. 

 

Let us know when your dates 

solidify. Perhaps a campfire, at the 

least, can be shared. Here are some 

links to the suggestions 
 http://canyoneeringusa.com/utah/roost/ 

 http://canyoneeringusa.com/utah/swell/ 

 http://canyoneeringusa.com/utah/north/ 

 

 Cheers 

 Ram 

 

                     
 

 

GLORY HOLE CAVE  
By Stan Tew 

  

Stan Tew, Ted Hailes & Jess Jenkins 

from the Montgomery Grotto were 

accompanied by Harold Calvert, 

Evon Thompson and Kuenn Drake 

from the Cullman Grotto to Glory 

Hole on Saturday 1/17/2009. We met 

at Linda's house and were joined 

there by Matt & Guy. We went on to 

the cave entering about 10:00 CST. 

We had some difficulty getting the 

lock open due to my inability to get 

the key into the slot in the lock. We 

had similar difficulty leaving due to 

my inability to get the lock back into 

the slot. I graciously accepted help 

and we were successful. We exited 

the cave about 4:15 CST. 

 

We found no direct evidence of 

vandalism by the scum that had 

broken in. While we were inside 

 

http://canyoneeringusa.com/utah/roost/
http://canyoneeringusa.com/utah/swell/
http://canyoneeringusa.com/utah/north/
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Matt & Guy replaced all the rocks 

that had been removed in the break-

in. We found a flashlight and a coke 

can (full & unopened). We removed 

the flashlight but forgot the coke can. 

 

The water hole in the Birth Canal 

was totally dry. Surprise! We made 

our way to the formations using the 

'shortcut' . While there the folks from 

Cullman were suitably impressed 

with the cave especially the green 

fluorescing of the formations 

knowing that the Pillar of Fire in 

Tumbling glows red when flashed. 

 

We strung a good bit of orange 

flagging using the bamboo & plastic 

stakes. This elevated the flagging to 

between the ankle & knee and 

provides a much more obvious 

barrier to getting off the trail. We 

would have cleaned some but there 

has been a torrent of water through 

the cave that washed all the cleaning 

equipment downstream. We 

recovered the bottles & brushes into 

a bucket and placed it back at the 

collection pools. Needless to say that 

the brushes were far too clogged with 

dirt to be used for any cleaning at 

that time 

 

I'm sorry to report that we cluttered 

up the cave somewhat. I lost my 

pocketknife and Ted lost an elbow 

pad. The knife is about 3 inched long 

with black handle and, of course, a '2' 

carved into it. We also left some 

reflective markers on our path into 

the formations area as we did not exit  

 

by the Birth Canal. We proceeded on 

through the Regal Wiggle to the 

Sand Room and I showed them the 

old graffiti. 

At the suggestion of the Cullman 

cavers we went to the Mexican place 

in Cairo Matt told us about. We all 

had the 'Today's Special" It was good 

and Kuenn was kind enough to pay 

for all of us. Thanks Kuenn. 

 

 

Glory Be 
By Kuenn Drake 

 

Thanks to the generosity of members 

of the Montgomery Grotto, 

particularly Stan Tew, an invitation 

was extended to a few members of 

the Cullman Grotto to visit, by my 

definition, the most outstanding 

display of calcite formationséletôs 

just say anywhere that Iôve ever 

been.   So how did I manage to get 

invited on this trip?  Well, sometimes 

your good and sometimes youôre 

lucky and then there are those other 

times you beg!   

 

Glory Hole Cave is located south of 

Albany Georgia, about a 5 ½ hour 

trip from Cullman. The New Georgia 

Encyclopedia states: Crystalline 

formations of calcite, the main 

component of limestone, may 

completely cover the floors and 

ceilings in some areas of a cave. The 

illustration for this definition is a 

picture from Glory Holeénufô said. 

 

The elevation at the cave entrance 

was 277 feet above sea level, 

according to my Garmin, so I wasnôt 

expecting we would be going very 

deep.  After dropping down the 

entrance through a maze of Swiss 

cheese passage you enter the main 

trunk passage.  I had heard about the 

infamous ñbirth canalò from reading 

trip reports (doesnôt most caves have 

one of those) .  Stan went first, he 

stated that the usual way was head 

first, but he was going to try feet first 

this time.  Basically, you drop down 

a 60 degree slope for approximately 

10 feet and then it levels off to a 

sniper-crawl passage.  Even though I 

heard a fair amount of grunting and 

groaning, I decide to try feet first; I 

choseépoooorly.   

After 50 feet or so you come to a 

turn, not knowing the direction to go, 

with my body pretty much clogging 

up the entire passage, so I couldnôt 

see, I was between a rock and a hard 

place.  Contorting every which way I 

couldnôt make sense of the turn, 

which is more appropriately defined 

has a switch back, kiss your butt turn.  

Alas, I wasnôt going to be able to do 

it this way, so head out and turn 

around.  One problem, though, 

Harold had already entered the birth 

canal.  It would be like a mother 

giving birth to twins, one coming 

breach the other coming head first.   
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It was at this point I thought to 

myself, this cave better be something 

very special cause Iôm ñnot a happy 

caverò! Eventually Harold was 

forcibly (or should I say, forceps-

ably) extracted and I was able to 

reverse stream and we were all on 

our way again.  Itôs easy to tell how 

these formations have remained in 

such pristine condition. 

 

After several hundred feet of 

crawling (mercifully on a sandy 

floor) we started to enter the 

formation area.  WOWZER!  Words 

canôt describe it and pictures donôt 

do it justice.   

 

We spent several hours in an area 

about the length of two basketball 

courts; and still didnôt see all of it.  

Some amazing stuff! 

 

 

Thanks to Stan Tew, Ted Hailes and 

Jess Jenkins (who was also a first-

timer) for a superb trip.  Iôll 

definitely beg to go on the next one.   

 

Now letôs donôt forget all that 

crawling....what crawling. 

 

    

 
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

OF CULLMAN GROTTO  
OF NATIONAL 

SPELEOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 
January 6, 2009 

  

The regular monthly meeting of 

Cullman Grotto of National 

Speleological Society was called to 

order on Tuesday, January 6, 2009, at 

7:30 p.m. at The Depot by Harold 

Calvert, chairman.  11 were present. 

  

The minutes of the previous monthly 

meeting were read and motion was 

made by Kuenn Drake to accept the 

minutes as read and motion seconded 

by Arlon Baker. 

  

The treasurerôs report was given. 

  

Grotto dues are now payable at the 

new rates of $15 single and $20 

family.   

 

 

Open discussion was held regarding 

the 2009 Cavation to Utah.   

 

T-shirt designs are needed. 

 

Trip reports were given. 

 

There being no further business to 

come before the meeting, the 

chairman declared it adjourned. 

  

 

APPROVED: 

____________________________ 

                       Chairman 

  

APPROVED: 

____________________________ 

                       Secretary 
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