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CULLMAN GROTTO FLOWSTONE 

The Flowstone is published monthly by the Cullman Grotto of the National 

Speleological Society. Items submitted for publication must be received by the 20
th

 of 

each month for inclusion in the following month’s issue. 

 

The Cullman Grotto will exchange by request with any publishing grotto. 

Republication of items within The Flowstone is allowed provided credit is given to 

author and source. 

 

Membership to the Cullman Grotto is fifteen dollars ($15) per year for individual or 

twenty dollars ($20) per year for family. Dues are payable at the first grotto meeting of 

each year (January) and includes subscription to The Flowstone. Subscription rate for 

non-members is fifteen dollars ($15) per year. 

 

The Cullman Grotto meets on the first Tuesday of each month unless the first Tuesday 

falls on a holiday or otherwise noted. In those cases the meeting will be held on the 

second Tuesday. Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are held at the old L&N train depot, 

Arnold St., Cullman, AL. All visitors and prospective members are welcome. 

 

 

 

                  Visit us online @   
                                                                            

    www.caves.org/grotto/cullman/ 

         or       www.cullmangrotto.com 
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A message to all members of 

NSS Online Cavers 
I wanted to get this disseminated as 

quickly as possible since it affects so 

many states and so many caves.   

 

(AP) The U.S. Forest Service is 

preparing to close thousands of caves 

and former mines in national forests 

in 33 states in an effort to control a 

fungus that has already killed an 

estimated 500,000 bats. 

 

Forest Service biologist Becky 

Ewing said an emergency order was 

issued last week for caves in 20 

states from Minnesota to Maine. A 

second order covering the Forest 

Service's 13-state Southern region 

should be issued later this month. 

The sites will be closed for up to a 

year, she said. The orders follow a 

March request by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service for people to 

voluntarily stay out of caves in 17 

states. 

 

Visit NSS Online Cavers at: 

http://nsscavers.ning.com 

______________________________ 

CAVE for sale 
Bryant Mountain Cave near Warrior, 

Alabama is for sale. The property is 

in the Smoke Rise subdivision, and 

features a reasonable homesite and a 

great view to the northwest of 

Rickwood Caverns State. 7.81 acres, 

perked, city water on the site.500 feet 

of frontage on Grandview Trail. Only 

a mile or so from the I-65 exit 284 . 

 

Bryant Mountain Cave, ACS 355, is 

a well known ,well traveled cave 

featuring a entrance walking passage 

with large, if somewhat battered, 

rimstone dams,ending at a deep 

canyon passage. The canyon extends 

both ways as a classic meander 

canyon passage with multiple levels, 

a couple of domes, and some hidden 

passages that are very pretty. Total 

cave on the map, 2805 feet 

horizontal, 102 vertical. There is a 

second crawling entrance that is not 

on the property. This has been the 

site of the Birmingham Grotto's Earth 

Day cleanup for the past 10 or so 

years. Please contact David Caudle 

for the owners phone number, cavers 

at bellsouth.net. I will send you a 

Google Earth placemark and a pic of 

the sign with a drawing of the lot. 

______________________________ 

NCC Cave Closures 

Announced 
The Northeastern Cave Conservancy 

on Sunday voted unanimously to 

close all of its caves until May 15, 

2009. Caves immediately affected 

include Clarksville, Onesquethaw, 

and those on the Selleck's Preserve. 

Other NCC Caves have been closed 

for the winter to protect hibernating 

bats. 

 

The NCC action follows Thursday's 

call by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service for a moratorium on caving 

to reduce the risks of further spread 

of White Nose Syndrome, which has 

been killing bats across the northeast 

and now spread to the Middle 

Atlantic States. In addition to closing 

its caves until May 15, the NCC 

action called for the Conservancy to 

in the interim work with the USFWS 

to improve the efficacy of their cave 

advisory of March 26, 2009 toward 

our common goal of limiting the 

spread of White Nose Syndrome. 

 

NCC President, Robert Addis, said, 

"The NCC has been deeply involved 

in the investigation and management 

of White Nose Syndrome since its 

discovery, and we want to do 

everything we can to continue to 

help. We look forward to discussing 

with the USFWS how best to do 

this," he added. The meeting was 

attended by cavers and conservancy 

members from throughout the 

northeast, as well as at least one 

adjoining landowner. They and NCC 

board members raised specific 

concerns about several components 

of the USFWS advisory. 

 

The concerns included potential 

vandalism and other damage to NCC 

preserve and adjoining landowner 

properties if the caves were closed 

for an extended period of time. 

Others raised issues about the loss of 

educational opportunity about White 

Nose Syndrome for the thousands of 

people who routinely visit the NCC 

caves. Others were concerned about 

the financial impact on the primary 

mission of the NCC of raising money 

to acquire and protect significant 

cave and karst resources. 

 

"As experienced cave managers since 

1978, we have some additional 

considerations that need to be 

balanced in the context of helping to 

contain the spread of WNS," Addis 

said. "We hope to be able to work 

with the USFWS to refine and 

improve how our shared goal is met." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECHO))))) CHAMBER 

TAG Calendar 

May 5 
Grotto Meeting 
L&N Train Depot. 7:30pm 
 
May 9 
Grotto trip 
TBA 
 
May 21-25 
Kentucky Speleofest  
Held at the Lone Star Preserve, 
hosted by the Louisville Grotto. 
See the Speleofest Web site for 
details, or contact Shelly Wolf. 
 
May 28-31 
SERA Cave Carnival  
58

th
 Annual hosted by the 

Nashville Grotto of the NSS, will 
be held in Walker County, GA. 
For more information visit the 
SERA 2009 web site. 
 
July 11

th
 

HCRU Tyrolean @DeSoto Falls 
 
July 19 – 26 
NSS Convention  
Kerrville, TX , held in conjunction 
with the International Congress of 
Speleology. See the convention 
website for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://nsscavers.ning.com/
http://louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.htm
mailto:cavewolf@hotmail.com
http://www.sera2009.org/
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
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World’s Largest Cave 

Discovered in Vietnam  
 

A 13-man British caving team has 

claimed that they have discovered the 

world’s largest cave, called the Hang 

Son Doong cave or Mountain River 

Cave, in the jungles of Hang Son 

Doong, in Vietnam. 

The British team was assisted by 

representatives of the Hanoi 

University of Science in the 

expedition. 

Reports say that the Hang Son 

Doong (Mountain River cave) 

measures more than 650 ft in height 

and 500 ft in width. The Hang Son 

Doong cave is said to be nearly twice 

the size of the current largest cave in 

the world, the Deer Cave in Sarawak, 

Malaysia this is over 100 yards high 

and 90 yards wide. 

As we know only too well, pictures 

speak a bloody lot more than words. 

And so we have collected a set of 

photos of the world's largest cave for 

you here. Enjoy the photo gallery! 

The joint British-Vietnamese Caving 

Expedition 2009 was conducted over 

five days in Vietnam’s Phong Nha-

Ke Bang National Park in mid-April 

2009. 

 

Hang Son Doong cave photo - water 
gushing through the world's largest cave. 

Adam Spillane, a member of the 

British caving team was quoted as 

saying, "It is a truly amazing sized 

cave and one of the most significant 

discoveries by a British caving 

team." 

"The complete survey is at present 

being drawn up but initial estimates 

show the main passage to be 200 

metres (656 ft) high in places and 

possibly greater in some sections. 

Much of the passage width is over 

100 metres (328 ft) but certain 

sections are over 150 metres wide 

(492 ft)," he added. 

The mouth of the Hang Son Doong 

cave was first discovered by a local, 

Ho Khanh, in 1991. 

“Khanh has been a guide for the team 

in many expeditions to the jungle to 

explore caves and this year he took a 

team to the cave which had never 

been entered before by anyone 

including local jungle men,” Spillane 

said. 

 

What the hell - Cave interior looks like a 
miniature underground Grand Canyon in 
this photo! 

He explained that one one entered 

the Hang Son Doong cave because 

"the entrance was small by 

Vietnamese cave standards and 

emitted a frightful wind and noise 

which was due to a large 

underground river.” 

The British caving team had to trek 

for six hours through the jungle to 

access the Hang Son Doong cave. 

They had to contend with two 

underground rivers to reach the main 

passage of the Hang Son Doong 

cave. 

 

 

And there's the light, at the end of the 
cave! 

Climbing down into a large chamber, 

they had to negotiate two 

underground rivers before reaching 

the main passage of the Hang Son 

Doong. 

Using the LaserRace 300, a laser 

measuring device, the British caving 

team has returned to the UK to 

analyse the data it has collected. 

Sometime later in 2009, the caving 

team will return to Vietnam for a full 

survey of the Hang Son Doong cave. 

Spillane has said that the Hang Son 

Doong cave is 6.5km long at present 

but the end of the main passage still 

continues with a calcite wall of over 

45m high, which has halted the 

progress of the expedition. 
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Hang Son Doon cave looks magical in this 
photo 
  

 

               

                       

 

NSS Office Bid from 

Huntsville 
       

The Huntsville Grotto submitted a 

bid at the BOG meeting last weekend 

in CO. Springs. The following is the 

executive summery. The bid itself is 

42 pages and 20+mb in size so we 

are working on getting it linked 

somewhere for your information. A 

big thanks to Jay Clark for presenting 

it for us!! 

 

Roger Haley 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

AN NSS COMPLEX IN 

HUNTSVILLE 

 

In this proposal, the Huntsville 

Grotto offers an attractive and 

economical option for a new NSS 

Office Complex in Huntsville, 

Alabama. In the recommended 

option, the NSS property near Shelta 

Cave would be divided into an Office 

Grounds not over the cave and a 

Shelta Cave Nature Preserve 

containing the cave entrances and 

land over the cave. 

 

The new Office would be built on 

NSS land south of the cave entrances 

and facing Link Avenue. Using its 

knowledge of present office 

operations, the Grotto has sketched a 

?representative? office building with 

rooms that provide appropriately 

expanded space for each recognized 

office function. An Outreach Hall is 

an important addition. An impressive 

two-story lobby in the new building 

can accommodate a significant 

number of changing exhibits.  

 

As befits a speleological building, 

large windows in the back of the 

lobby provide a picturesque view of 

the Shelta Cave entrances and the 

bluff above them. The Grotto finds 

that a building with about 10,225 

square feet of useable floor space is 

appropriate. With restrooms, utilities, 

hallways and walls, the exterior 

dimensions of the building are 

approximately 80 feet by 175 feet. At 

current construction costs in 

Huntsville, the cost of erecting the 

building is estimated to be between $ 

1.55 and $ 2.3 million. There would 

be no cost for land and the cost of the 

short move from the present office 

complex to the new office would be 

small. Further, no disruption of the 

office functions need occur during 

the move. When the move is 

completed, the old structures over the 

cave could be demolished, thus 

enhancing the Shelta Cave Nature 

Preserve. The proposal addresses 

each specific requirement in the 

request for proposals. Huntsville is a 

very cosmopolitan city that can 

continue to be a most compatible 

venue for the NSS Office Complex. 

The Huntsville Grotto stands ready to 

work with the NSS Board of 

Governors to implement this plan. 

 

 

                      
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF 

CULLMAN GROTTO  
OF NATIONAL 

SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
April 7, 2009 

  
The regular monthly meeting of 

Cullman Grotto of National 

Speleological Society was called to 

order on Tuesday, April 7, 2009, at 

7:30 p.m. at The Depot by Harold 

Calvert, chairman.  15 were present. 

  

The treasurer’s report was given. 

  

Possible dates for the 2009 grotto 

picnic are August 8
th

 and August 

15
th

. 

 

T-shirt designs are needed. 

 

Trip reports were given. 

 

There being no further business to 

come before the meeting, the 

chairman declared it adjourned. 

  

APPROVED: 

____________________________ 

                       Chairman 

  

APPROVED: 

____________________________ 

                       Secretary 

 

 


