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ECHO))))) CHAMBER

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOREST SERVICE CLOSES
CAVES AND MINES TO
PROTECT BATS IN SOUTHEAST

ATLANTA @A Most
on National Forests in the
southeasterfunited States are being
closed for one year in an effort to
protect bats, according to Regional
Forester Liz Agpaoca. We are
working to stop the uncamolled
spread of White Nose Syndrome
(WNS) among batspecie€es she
said. The closures will allow
scientists and landhanagers time to
work together and study the fungus,
learn how itspreads and how to best
address it.

Under the 1zZmonth closure order
signed by Agpaoa on May 21, 2009,
all caves and abandoned mines on
national forests and units in 13
Southeastern states from Oklahoma
to Virginia and Florida will be closed
unless posted as open. All uses
would be  prohibited except
organized rescue effortsand other
actions specifically authorized by the
agency.

The states in Region 8 include:

Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama,

Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma and Texas.

See the press releas
http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/news/docume
nts/2009/NR%2006

09 Forest%20Service%20C
loses%20Caves%20and%20Mines%
20t0%20Protect%20Bats_%20News
Release.pdf

NOTE: This only includes caves on
NFS lands and only affects a few
caves. See the SCCi statement on
WNS beginning on

More WNS Thoughts

1. In a discussion with a
physician/caver friend, he noted the
parallels betweendd occurrences of
opportunistic fungi and rareane@rs
in humans (which were later
identified as secondary symptorof
HIV) with the current fungal
infections observed on bats along
with other odd symptoms. I've heard

Cav &mm & Nedst Hhk WRIS researcher

who says that they will be looking at
the ecology of WNS or whateveto
try to determine if there is something
else that is making thebats
susceptible to opportunistic fungi.

2. Though the arguments FOR cavers
being a vector for fungal spores
SEEM to be covincing based on
caves affected vs caves popular with
recreational caversthese arguments
are not statistically valid as the
sampling numbers are way too low to
qualify as"scientifically proven".

3. Agencies cannot control the
movement of the bataibthey can to
some degree control the movement
of cavers. In the face of the WNS
crisis, Agencies must show that they
are "doing something".

Due to the current state of knowledge
(or lack of) on WNS, it is wise tbe
cautious. However, that doesn't mean
that questions shouldn't kesked or
guestionable information identified
as such.

Pat Kambesis

MyCaveTV.com

The premise is simple: while
YouTube and other video sites have
lots of caving videos, you have to
searchfor them and play them one at
the time. With MyCaveTV, all you
do is go the site and watch hours of
caving videos, one after another. You
don't have @ click "next" or search.
The videos are streaming to your
computer, with excellent quality and
sound, narstop. At this moment, |

P aghfe mofe tharf 24 -hours worth of

caving videos in the playlist and |
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hope to add even more. Think of it as
a Caving cable TV channel.

If you have caving video that you'd
like to add to the mix, pleasensail
me and let me know what it is and
where it is. If it's online somewhere
(all 1 need is a URL), | can likely
import it. If you have on your
computer, you can-mail it or send it
via a file sharing service such as
http://www.driveway.com/ or
http://transferbigfiles.com/

I'm including caving videos from all
over the world in the MyCaveTV
feed, ® not all of them are in English
and there are some excellent
European caving videos in there.

There's even a chat function so
cavers watching the videos can chat
with each other about them, in real
time, while they're watching the
videos. Those who knowy passion
for the Web, know I'm a big believer
in using the Web to share caving
experiences and MyCaveTV's video
player can be embedded on your site
or on your MySpace, Facebook or
similar sites.

MyCaveTV.com

Permision granted to distribute

freely

TAG Calendar

June 6
Grotto trip
TBA

July 7
Grotto Meeting
7:30pm Train Depot

July 11"
HCRU Tyrolean @DeSoto Falls

July 197 26

NSS Convention

Kerrville, TX , held in conjunction
with the International Congress of
Speleology. See the convention
website for more information.
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SCCi Announcement

and Action on WNS
By: Buddy Lane

Dear SCCi member,

| am writing to share some important
information with you about the
SCCi's response to whiteose
syndrome (WNS), and to ask for
your help. WNS poses a serious
threat to hibernating bats in caves
throughout the southeastern U.S.,
including several that the SCCi owns
or manages. TheSCCi Board of
Directors takes the WNS threat very
seriously andcontinues to closely
monitor the situation, work with our
partners, anccommuncate with our
members, and take steps that are
consistent withour goals of cave
conservation and protection.

The SCCi is acting to protect bats.
The SCCi Board has recently taken
precautionary action to help protect
bats from WNS by temporarily
closing ®veral SCCi caves. We are
working closely with specialists at
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and other partner organizations to
make sure we are aware of all current
WNS information. We will reopen
our caves as soon as the Board
determines that it isa$e to do so.

As of April 10, 2009 the following
caves have been closed:

- Anderson Cave and Fern Cave

(Fern Sink Entrance and Surprise Pit)
in Alabama;

- Fricks Cave in Georgia;

- Frenchman Knob Cave and

Logsdon Cave in Kentucky; and

- Gourdneck CaveHardins Cave,

Holly Creek Cave, Rattling Cave,

Sinking Cove Cave Preserve caves,

Snail Shell Cave, South Pittsburg Pit,

Swirl Canyon Cave and Wolf River

Cave, in Tennessee.

The SCCi has a unique history and
expertise at successfully balancing
corservatim and access interests.
The board believes that our highest
responsibility is to exercise sound

stewardship of our caves and karst
lands. This is our duty to the
members and donors. While we
recognizeand sincerely regret that
these closures maynconvenience
those who would like visit these
caves, we are very concerned by the
possibility that visitors could
inadvertently introduce WNS to
SCCi caves and thigats that rely on
them for critical habitat.

We need your help. As cavers, we all
have a esponsibility to helgprotect
the fragile ecosystems in the caves
that we enjoy visiting. TheSCCi
needs your help in three ways:

- Please continue to support the SCCi
financially. In the curreneconomic
climate, SCCi needs the ongoing
support of all ofits membersn order

to continue its mission of acquiring,
managing, and protecting caves.
With your support, the SCCi protects
and manages3caves, with more to
come.

- Please abide by all cave closures,
and consider following thguidelines
outlined in the USFWS Cave
Advisory for other caves. Bsure to
check the USFWS and SCCi web
sites regularly for updates.

- Please share information about
WNS. If you have friends and
colleagues who may visit caves but
are not members of SCCi or other
organized cavig groups, please let
them know about WNS and the need
to take appropriate measures to avoid
contributing to its spread.

We need your input. The SCCi board
will be reviewing and discussing
these actions at our upcoming
quarterly board meeting and annual
members' meeting, both of which
will be held on May 16, 2009. |

invite you to attend these meetings
and share your comments and
concerns. Themeeting times and

locations may be found at our web
site, www.scci.og, as well as in a

postcard being mailed to members
this week.
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Why we're concerned. While many
of you have no doubt been following
the WNS issue closely over the past
year or more, | would like to share
some background information that
should help to expgin why this
situation is so serious to SCCi caves
and the bats that depend on thim
their survival.

- WNS is lethal to hibernating bats.
According to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Whitenose
syndrome has killed an estimated
400,000hibernating lts since it was
first detected in New York state in
late 2006. In affected caves and
mines, WNS has decimated bat
populations,with reported mortality
rates in the range of 80L00%.

- The cause of WNS is poorly
understood. Despite intensive
researchefforts over the past two
years, scientists still don't know for
sure what causes WNS. The most
likely cause appears to be a white
fungus found on the surface of bat
tissue (hence the name). In January
2009, the U.S. Geological Survey
reported that they haidentified this
fungus as a previously unreported
species related to a group of fungi
common in soils that are members of
the genus Geomyces. Unfortunately,
fungi are notoriously hard to Kill,
especially in their spore form which
can easily become airborne

- WNS is rapidly approaching the
southeastern U.S. After having
steadil but slowly spread throughout
New York and New England over
the previous two winters, this winter
WNS spread rapidly toward the south
and west. In the past two months,
WNS has beenonfirmed for the firs
time in New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and most recently in several caves in
West Virginia and Virginia. As of
March 18, 2009, the southernmost
cave known to be affected by WNS,
Clover Hollow Cave in Giles
County, Virginia, is only 120 mnles
north of the Tennessee border.

- Cavers may be unintentionally
contributing to the spread of WNS.
Thebulk of available evidence points


http://www.scci.org/
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to batto-bat transmission as the
primary method by which WNS is
spreading. Earlier this year, however,
WNS appearedh caves hundreds of
miles beyond its previous southern
extent, and was detected only in

popular recreational caves, while
surrounding, less visited caves
remained unaffected. This new

pattern suggests the possibility that
cavers may be  contributing
unintentionally to the spread of
WNS.

- The stakes are high. Caves in the
southeastern U.S. represent critical
habitat for at least two endangered
bat species the gray bat and the
Indiana bat. Significant populations
of these two endangered teiecies
are found in several SCCi caves,
including over 1.5 million inFern
Cave alone. Given the higr
mortality rates associated with thi:
condition, WNS has the potential tc
not only dramatically reduce ba
populations, but also could lead t
the extinction ofthese and o#ir bat
species.

- The WNS situation is evolving
rapidly. On March 26, 2009, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
which is responsible for enforcing
the terms of the Endangered Speci
Act, issued a Cave Advisory, ir
which they requested thatavers
voluntarily suspend all caving
activities in nine states, including the
southeastern states of Virginia and
West Virginia, known to be affected
by WNS as well as in eight adjacent
states, including the southeastern
states of Kentucky and Tennessee.
When visiting caves outside of these
states, the Advisory requests that
cavers use only gear or clothing that
has not been used in a cawveany
affected or adjacent state within the
past twelve months.

To stay updated on the latest
developments regardin§CCi caves,
please check our web site at
www.scci.org regularly. For more
information on White  Nose
Syndrome, please visit the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service WNSpage at

www.fws.gov/northeast/white _nose.
html, or the NationalSpeleological

Society's WNS page at
www.caves.org/WNS/WNS
Info.htm.

Thank you again for your continued
support otthe mission of the SCCi.

Sincerely,

Brian S. Krebs Chair, CEO,
Southeastern Cave Conservancy Inc.
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QUE SERA SERA

By ddrake

With my daughters taking a week
long road trip to Panama City it freed
the weekend up for hanging oat

SERA. The 2009 SERA Summer
Cave Carnival was hosted this year
by the Nashville Grotto. | arrived at

about 6:30, local time, Friday
evening. | drove around the loop a
couple of times to see if | could find
anyone | knew but to no avail. |
found a camps#t, set up camp and
sat down to a foil burger dinner.
After the meal | headed over to
Vendor 6s Row to
since except for a couple of lanterns,
| hadleft all of my lightsat home. |
found a nicePrinceton Tech Fuel, a
3LED array, headbandight, at
Howi ebs
had Howie make a minor repair to
my seat harness.

Harnesses.
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Row

e

Vendor 6s

As was expected, WNS was a big
topic at this

year (

There was a WNS boothdhe ndor 6 s

Row as well as a Decon area to wash
caving clothes.
or hear of any cavers attending
SERA from WNS infected states, |
supposed somebody used the decon
tubs. | gathered it was probably more
for show. I me an
caving in an infected area and have
not travelled to cave in an infected

Que SERA SERA.

I got t hat and

’

Al tt

area (SEE 99.999% of SERA

attendees) what 6s u
pull @A LE0 apl1gtgent! saw

weekend was one from

Il ndi anaé arnfettddestate. n o n
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WNS damnbooth at SERA

Friday night was open mic night with
some very entertaining and talented
performers. | headed to the bath
house to the strains of someone
doing AThe WN S
emerged to the tune of Dr Hook and
the Medicine
Rollin g Stone. 0
ended the crowd dispersed to their
campsites to revel, or they gathered
around t he campfi
row. About 9p | ran into TinY and
Ni kkY at Bruce
talked for a bit before walking over
to the SCCi booth wherl ran into
some old Huntsville Grotto buddies,
Roger Haley, Tim and Berta White.
The weather was a bit nippy Friday
night and having packed nothing
other than short sleeve shirts, it
wasnot l ong befor
Rope 1 purchasing a lorgeeve pol
pro top. Before retiring to my
campsite | got with TinY to discuss
cave plans for the next day. The trip
would be to Valhalla. We decided to
leave SERA at approx 9:45a EST to
meet a group of grotto members
driving up from Cullman. We were
to rendezvoust the Valhalla gate at
10a CDT.

TOM-TOM KNOWS

Saturday morning | arose and made a
breakfast of bacon and eggs then
went in search of the Manke
campsite. | was unsuccessful (little
did | know they were camped right
below me). | left out for Valhalla at
9:50a EST and somehow arrived at
the gate at theasne time as the rest
of the entourage from SERA (TinY,
Nikky, Bruce, Mark, Dale). The gate
was open and, having talked to

S mi

Bl

Showos
Wh e n

r

knew that the
Patrick,

Kuenn earlier, |
Cullman group (Kuenn,

Harold, Scott and Evon) had already

driven up to the pit. My vehicle was
the lowest riding of the bunch so
about half way up | ditched it and
hopped in the

back

and bounced the rest of the way up to
the pit.

Valhalla

Iéuennoé% Pg\r,icg]nvggrg I1'n6'tlge pit

when we arrived.

about 11
Val hal

their way throug feet of

cave to

SERA group just came to bounce it.
They all yeyoed the pit twice while |
stayed up top and took pictures of
cavers and wildlife. When TinY
returned to the surface | had him
spow wne s'the bF elecp Wéap sa&zw

system he uses when rappelling.

TinY and Mark Oestrander

Bear

Gryll sé

n

egrottagoupbs
ljnﬁ,:rgi%n wgs fo o the pit tggg make

|l abds

e
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On the way back to SERA Nikky
decided to let her TOM OM lead us
back. She oliously keyed in
iShortest Routeo.

roads that made the area Deliverance

was filmed in look like Beverly Hills.

RBuf, yoB knove whét® It gumped usp

out right at the main entrance just in
time for the King & Queen to get
fifgar bed
Crawl Parade.

King & Queen of the Mardi Crawl

uipstoevef Mardi t h e

Mega Do me. The

Parade float
Aftert he parade and th
the Cavemano | t ook

Howie and had him sew a French
Wrap loop on the right leg.

The Burning Caveman

| hung around long enough to NOT
win any door prizes AGAIN and
listen to the l?and, Old Union, play a
xt mea



