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Republication of items within The Flowstone is allowed provided credit is given to 

author and source. 
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twenty dollars ($20) per year for family. Dues are payable at the first grotto meeting of 

each year (January) and includes subscription to The Flowstone. Subscription rate for 

non-members is fifteen dollars ($15) per year. 

 

The Cullman Grotto meets on the first Tuesday of each month unless the first Tuesday 

falls on a holiday or otherwise noted. In those cases the meeting will be held on the 

second Tuesday. Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are held at the old L&N train depot, 

Arnold St., Cullman, AL. All visitors and prospective members are welcome. 
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Tag Fall Cave-In Pre-

Registration NOW OPEN! 
It's that time of year again!! Pre-

registration for the 32nd Annual 

TAG Fall Cave-In has begun! Save 

$10 by registering prior to the 

September 1st end date and get a free 

decorative button! That's right; we 

are bringing the button back! But this 

is not the same badge button you 

remember from the recent past. It 

will be a unique decorative button 

you can collect. However, it is only 

available to those who pre-register. 

 

The 32nd Annual TAG Fall Cave-In, 

October 8-11, 2009 is the Dogwood 

City Grotto's annual fundraiser. It's a 

weekend of camping, caving, 

climbing contests, live entertainment, 

and a chance to visit your favorite 

vendors for cave gear. Besides many 

of the same activities you remember 

from years past we have added a few 

new exciting things for your 

enjoyment. Some of the new 

activities we will have this year 

include: 

 

-Movies under the Stars.bring your 

blankets, grab some popcorn and 

enjoy! 

-Two nights of Live entertainment! 

That's right.two nights!! One Hour 

Drive, a local band with cavers will 

start us out on Friday night and 

Saturday night we will have a dance 

floor and two DJs spinning for us 

while we get our groove on with a 

cool light show! 

-A Friday night fire as well as the 

traditional Saturday night fire. 

-Race for the Cure! A 5k Run/walk 

for the Cure for WNS. All proceeds 

will be donated to the WNS Rapid 

Response fund. There will be awards 

for the top winners! 

-There will a variety of food vendors 

all weekend so you can have a choice 

of what you want to eat. 

-Best decorated Campsite 

Recognition Award, .so bring your 

creativity and 

all your decorations to show us your 

caving spirit and you may be the 

award winner! 

-A scavenger hunt for the whole 

family to enjoy. It will cover the 

entire Cave-In site so put on your 

comfy shoes and your sleuth hats  

and brush up on your deciphering 

skills. 

 

For updates and information visit 

www.tagfallcavein.org and/or join 

our Yahoo group, tagonthemountain. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone 

there!! 

 

Chistine Voudy TAG Fall Cave-In 

Chair 

_____________________________ 

 

Minutes of Meeting of 

Cullman Grotto of 

National Speleological 

Society 
June 2, 2009 

The regular monthly meeting of 

Cullman Grotto of National 

Speleological Society was called to 

order on Tuesday, June 2, 2009, at 

7:30 pm at the Depot by Harold 

Calvert, chairman. 11 were present. 

 

The minutes of the previous monthly 

meeting were read by Kuenn Drake 

and motion was made by Patrick 

O'Diam to accept the minutes as read 

and motion seconded by Tracy 

Calvert. 

 

The Treasurer's Reports was given. 

 

Trip Reports and Photos are needed 

for The Flowstone. 

 

Discussion was held about updating 

stories and photos for the Web Page. 

 

The date for the 2009 Grotto Picnic 

has been set for August 8
th
 at Noon at 

Camp Hulaco. There is a new 

obstacle this year in the Ropes 

Course. 

 

The Grotto Trip is to Steven's Gap 

Saturday, June 6
th
. Meet at the 

Library at 8:00. 

 

On July 18
th
 the Grotto will take The 

Green Pond Scouts to Tumbling 

Rock cave. 

 

Trip Reports were given. 

 

There being no further business to 

come before the meeting, the 

Chairman declared it adjourned and a 

report was given of the recent 

Cavation to Southern Utah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECHO))))) CHAMBER  

TAG Calendar 

 
July 11

th
 

Grotto Trip
 

HCRU Tyrolean @DeSoto Falls 
 
July 19 ï 26 
NSS Convention  
Kerrville, TX , held in conjunction 
with the International Congress of 
Speleology. See the convention 
website for more information. 
 
Aug 4

th
  

Grotto Meeting 
7:30pm Train Depot 
 
Aug 8

th
 

Grotto Trip 
TBA. Meet at Library 8am 
 
Sept 1

th
  

Grotto Meeting 
7:30pm Train Depot 
 
Sept 5

th
 

Grotto Trip 
TBA. Meet at Library 8am 
 
Oct 8-11 
TAG Fall Cave-In 
TOTM site on Lookout Mtn 
 
August 2-6, 2010   
NSS Convention   
Essex Junction, Vermont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tagfallcavein.org/
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
http://www.ics2009.us/nssconv.html
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UNCAVATION 2009 
by Harold Calvert 

 

On Friday, April 24th, the Cullman 

Grotto set out for yet another 

Cavation. or should I say almost an 

Uncavation. There was only one cave 

visited on this trip, more on that later. 

This yearôs trip spanned nine days, 

over 4000 miles, and passed  

through 12 different states. We hiked 

an average of between five to ten 

miles each day. 

 

Our main destination was the Moab 

area of Utah, with a few detours 

along the way. The group this year 

was small. In our vehicle was Scott 

Murphy, along with Tracy (the 

penguin) and myself. Kuenn 

Drake flew out to meet Will Drake 

with the other vehicle already in 

Utah. 

  

Day 1 

  

With an uneventful commute we met 

in Cortez Colorado to plan the 

weekôs trips. I say uneventful, but we 

got lost in New Mexico, taking a 

scenic route to get there, 

meanwhile, getting blasted with a 

dust storm and nearly zero visibility.  

After finding food, Mexican of 

course, we made it to our lodging for 

the night. This happened to be a 

ranch back in the hills of Colorado 

with only solar electricity. Our host 

said, ñdonôt use all the power up or 

you wonôt have any water either.ò 

 

We managed fine, although I am not 

very good at building a fire in a 

wood stove, which was needed, 

because it was below freezing every 

night there. I found out that out here 

you need to watch closely for 

animals, we had to stop in the road 

for a herd of elk. There were too 

many to count. Settling in for the 

night, we discussed plans for the next 

day. 

  

Day 2 

  

This day led us to Mesa Verde Park 

where we visited many Indian ruins. 

We went to Balcony House, Spruce 

Tree House, Square Tower and other  

sites along the park roads. We saw 

wild horses in the park as well. Most 

of these trips were short hikes, with 

only one long hike for the day, the 

Spruce Tree House. They were all 

very interesting, and hard to believe 

that these were all built so high in the 

bluffs. At the Spruce Tree House, 

there was a reconstructed kiva that 

we were allowed to go into, down a 

ladder. A  kiva is an underground 

room that was possibly ceremonial, 

that only the men were allowed into. 

We thought it could be a place to get 

away from the women (I get a 

ñwhompò for that one). There was 

also a nice museum there that 

explained many things about the 

Indians and their way of life. 

 

 
Spruce Tree House 

 

Day 3 

  

We were awakened early with a loud 

squawking outside. The geese at the 

ranch were telling on the cattle, 

which had broken down the fence. 

We opened the door to see a large 

bull on our doorstep, along with 

cows with calves, and several horses 

in our front yard. The cattle were not 

a major problem to contain but the 

horses were an entirely different 

problem. When we left out that day, 

they were still trying to catch them. 

We pulled out early for our first 

destination of the day, four corners 

monument. This is the place that four 

states meet in a corner. We later 

found out that the monument is 

incorrectly placed. 

 

On the way there we passed many 

high rock outcroppings. It all looks to 

us like a western movie. While at the 

monument, we all shopped and took 

pictures. With a suggestion of 

finding the correct placement for four 

corners, we found ourselves 

sneaking around the buildings 

headed off on the correct coordinates 

that Scott had found. Not a good 

idea! Have you ever had mad Indians 

chasing after you? I guess we wonôt 

get to see the correct spot after all. It 

is on the Navaho reservation 

property. We are not allowed there. 

 

After leaving there, we headed for 

the Lasal mountains. From anywhere 

in the plains areas you can see snow 

covered mountains. It was 90 

degrees, in about an hour we would 

be below freezing. We just had to 

stop for a snowball fight but it seems 

we have a penguin that is afraid of 

snow, or maybe cavers with snow? 

Passing over the mountains, we were 

soon again in the plains, with 90 

degrees being the norm. 

 

Our next stop of the day was 

Newspaper Rock. It is a large rock 

face with many Indian petroglyphs, 

and very impressive.  

 

 
Newspaper Rock 

 

Next in line was Wilson Arch, the 

first arch of many we would visit on 

our trip. It was huge! Across the 

highway was Looking Glass Arch, 

which if you stand  in one side you 

can look through another arch close 

by. Both were massive and very 

impressive .We finished up by 

 



July  2009                                                                                                                                                                                Cullman Grotto Flowstone 

4 

arriving in Moab after a long and 

eventful day. 

Wilson Arch 
 

Day 4 

 

 We arrived in town early to get a 

good day of sightseeing in. 

Our first destination was Arches 

park, in Moab. We saw the Balance 

Rock and other formations. 

Next stop was Delicate Arch. 

This was a long hike, about three 

miles, but well worth it. We passed 

another arch along the way, which 

was more like a hole in  

the side of the mountain. By this time 

the wind had gotten so strong that it 

threatened to blow us off the 

mountain. We stopped at Delicate 

Arch for photos, and to take in the 

spectacular view. On the hike back, 

we stopped at Wolfe Ranch, an old 

abandoned settlers home. Then we 

saw more petroglyphs along the way. 

 

Delicate Arch 

 

The last stop of the day was Tierdrop 

Canyon, which was our first rappel 

opportunity. There we climbed a wall 

of about 350 feet, then did a 

pulldown trip out down the backside. 

There were three drops, the last one 

being a nice 110 foot free rappel into 

a box canyon. From there we had to 

downclimb into another canyon 

called Park Avenue and hike out. 

The hike was through a canyon with 

high sheer walls that were massive. 

A very long and tiring day, but well 

worth it. 

 Day 5 

  

After another early start, we were 

again headed to Arches park to do 

the Windows section. We visited 

Turret Arch and others in the area. 

Next we would hike to Landscape 

Arch, which is 310 feet wide. 

This was a two mile hike as well. 

 

The next adventure led us to a 4wd 

road over the mountain in route 

to Gemini Bridges, a twin arch. 

I received several "whomps" for 

taking the van on this road that was 

designated 4wd only. They donôt 

know this van! Itôs not called "the 

kick butt minivan" for nothing! 

We had the skid plate in place and 

the air shocks pumped to the max. 

I got several thumbs up by 4 

wheelers, odd looks by many others. 

The only problem we had was that 

the road was so rough that the wires  

shook out of the ignition, which 

stopped us on the spot. Kuenn was 

impressed with the engine view and 

took pictures when I had to take the 

engine cover off to find the wire. 

 
Gemini Bridges 

 

When we arrived at the Gemini 

Bridges, we set out to find the best 

spot to rappel. Our plan was to drop 

in between the bridges and we found 

a good spot. This was about 160 feet. 

There were many onlookers as we all 

took our turns yo-yoing the bridge. 

Another day spent, we headed out 

looking for food, which was hard to 

find sometimes. 

  

Day 6 

  

This day found us headed to Goblin 

valley. This is a very strange place, 

with rock formations resembling 

mushrooms, or goblins. Tracy found 

a "penguin sized" goblin, which she 

hugged and said "how cute". Scott 

and Will found a short cave and 

investigated, while we all wandered  

among the other formations. 

 

 
Goblin Valley 

 

Our next stop was Wild Horse 

Canyon, a narrow slot canyon many 

miles long. It was narrow and very 

deep, often seeming like a cave. 

We hiked for 2 miles in, then headed 

out. Next stop was another 4wd road 

that headed to an old uranium mine 

on Temple Mountain. There were 

many old buildings, unfortunately 

that had been vandalized 

severely. 

 

After this we headed to the Rochester 

Rock art panel, more impressive  

Indian art. Tired, we then headed to 

the motel for food and drink. 

On the way there, I noticed a strange 
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sound under the hood. A faint sound, 

but I knew something wasnôt right. 

An inspection found the bearings bad 

in an idler pulley. This would have to 

be fixed before we could continue. 

Once again Kuenn was impressed, he 

said, "you are just like a doctor, you 

take a listen and then go straight to 

the problemI didnôt hear anything he 

said. 

  

Day 7 

   

I got an early start with a trip into 

town for the necessary parts to fix 

the van, within a few minutes we 

were on the way to our trip for the 

day. Our first stop for the day was 

Dead Horse Point. This was a park 

located on the end of a narrow butte. 

They called it that because the horses 

could not find a way off the butte 

to get water, and would jump off. 

They could smell the river below. 

The views there were spectacular, 

maybe the best of the week. They 

also have a nice museum there as 

well.  

 

 
View from Dead Horse Point 

 

After this we headed to Tusher 

Tunnel, a cave in the mountains. 

This required another 4wd road and 

more "whomps". The cave went 

through the entire mountain. We 

enjoyed the cool air inside. 

 

Next we headed for more 4wd 

territory, down Onion Creek. This 

road carries you down the Colorado 

River, then cross country to a big 

green valley. The only problem is 

that it crosses the creek 28 times. 

And when you get to the end, you 

turn around and go out the same way. 

Nice scenery along the route. 

 

Our last stop this day was Sego 

Canyon, where there were 

pictographs and petroglyphs. These 

were the most impressive we had 

seen all week. On the way out we 

passed through a ghost town called 

Thompson. Any reference to you, 

Evon? This was a good photo 

opportunity, many were taken. 

 

 
Sego Canyon pictographs 

  

Day 8 

  

Headed home. This was supposed to 

be an uneventful part of the trip, not 

necessarily so. Passing into 

Colorado, we soon started gaining 

elevation and seeing snow. We were 

soon in a snowstorm! The van had a 

hard time crossing the mountain, we 

were at 11,200 ft elevation. Passing 

this barrier led us to Kansas, with 

storms and possible tornadoes. 

 

Arriving in St. Louis Mo., we then 

headed south to Memphis with 

fog and on to Cullman, finishing a 28 

hour drive. With dust storms, wind 

storms, snow storms, and tornadoes, 

I think we were lucky to make it 

home in one piece! We were chased 

by Indians, and made 4 wheelers mad 

being on their trails. And we loved 

every minute of it. Where we goin 

next year? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ation 2009 ï Westward 

Ho 
by Kuenn Drake 
 
Whatôs and Ation you ask? Well itôs 

a Cavation without much Cav-ing.  

Harold, Tracy, Scott, Will and I 

would spend the better part of 8 days 

in Southwest Colorado and Southern 

Utah.  

  

Having maternal ties to this country, 

not to mention the fact that my first 

few years of life were spent there, I 

have always had a yearning to be in 

the West.   

 

We did more site seeing on this trip 

than anything elseéand the sites are 

definitely worth seeing.  Our first 

two nights were spent near Mancos, 

Colorado in cabins, ñBeyond the 

Ranchò.   

The accommodations were a notch 

above what we are use to.  The 

power is manufactured by generator 

or battery so that made things 

interesting. Cold nights with a fire in 

the pot belly stove for heat 

surrounded by  snow capped 

mountains with a slice of Scottôs 

Motherôs pecan granola breadéneed 

I say more!  
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  Check Out the Rack 

Scott - last rappel in Tierdrop 

Cliff Palace 

Four Corners 

Harold at Gemini Bridges 

El Pato 

Lost in the Desert 

Our first full day was spent in Mesa 

Verde National Park checking out the 

cliff dwellings.  Mesa Verde, Spanish 

for ñgreen tableò, offers a spectacular 

look into the lives of the Ancestral 

Pueblo people who made it their 

home for over 700 years, from A.D. 

600 to A.D. 1300.  

The park protects over 4,000 known 

archeological sites, including 600 

cliff dwellings. We visited Cliff 

Palace, Balcony House and Spruce 

Tree House. 

 

On our way to Moab, UT we  made a 

quick stop by Four Corners; where 

you can supposedly stand in four 

states at the same time.   

 

The GPS said that the official marker 

was about 1200 feet off.  A short 

little Puebloan women wouldnôt let 

us hike to the real spotéòNO 

HIKINGò!! 

 

The next several days were spent 

checking out the geological wonders 

in and around Arches NP, 

Canyonlands NP, Dead Horse Point 

SP, Goblin SP and the San Rafael 

Swell.   

Southern Utah is home of some of 

the finest slot canyons in the world.  

An activity that resembles caving in 

many ways and draws canyoneers far 

and wide.  Harold described it best, 

ñitôs caving without a ceiling.ò    

 

We did manage to sneak in a couple 

of trips to Tierdrop Canyon in 

Arches NP and Little Wild-Horse  

 

Canyon in the Goblin Valley area 

and some awesome rapping - 

climbing between two arches at 

Gemini Bridges.  

 

 I had planned a rather large list of 

slot canyon trips but, alas,  we only 

dipped our toe in the vast ocean of 

opportunities.   

 

I canôt speak for the whole bunch but 

for me it was a great trip, literally 

experiencing natureôs extremes from 

desert heat to mountain snowé.in 

the same day.  I am definitely going 

back to pursue more of this in the 

future.   

 
 

 
 


