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20092010 AL / TN Hunting Seasos

ALABAMA
Antlered Unantlered Special Bow and
Antlered Bucks Unantlered P Arrow and
Coun Bucks Stalk Hunting Deer geg:] = r:\\//lgtzezlleg\?vdnird or Spear
Yy Dog or Stalk Only Privately Owned o per Y Stalk Hunting
Hunting No Dogs or Leased Land Only Pgrmlt Leased Lgnd Only Only
Public Land|[ Stalk Hunting Only
Buckshot (No Dogs)
(No Dogs)
Nov. 21 Nov.21- Dec. 19
Blount Jan.is Jan. 16 Jan.31 Jan.31 Jan i Nov. 16 Nov.21 Oct.15 Jan.31
Nov. 21 Dec.26 Nov. 16Nov.20
Cullman Jan.15 Jan. 16 Jan.31|[ Nov.21-Jan.7 Jani Jan.8 Jan.24 Oct.15 Jan.31
DeKalb No Dog Nov.21- Jan.31|| Nov.21Jan31 || D&% 19 Nov. 16Nov.20 Oct.15 Jan.31
Season Jan.1l
Jackson No Dog Nov.21- Jan.31|| Nov.21Jan31 || P8¢ 19 Nov. 16Nov.20 Oct.15 Jan.31
Season Jan.1l
Nov. 21 Dec.26 Nov. 16Nov.20
Jefferson Jan.is Jan. 16 Jan.31(| Nov.21-Jan.7 Jani Jan.8 Jan.24 Oct.15 Jan.31
Marshall No Dog Nov.21- Jan.31|| Nov.21-Jan.31 Dec. 19 Nov. 16Nov.20 Oct.15 Jan.31
Season Jan.1l
No Dog Nov.21- Dec.26 Nov. 16Nov.20
Morgan Season Nov.21- Jan.31 Jan.7 Jani Jan.8 Jan.24 Oct.15 Jan.31
Madison No Dog Nov.21- Jan.31|| Nov.21-Jan.7 Dec. 19 Nov. 16Nov.20 Oct.15 Jan.31
Season Jan.1l Jan.8 Jan.24
Winston (1)(3) Nov. 2k Jan. 16 Jan.31 || Nov.21-Jan.31 Dec.26 Nov. 16Nov.20 Oct.15 Jan.31
Jan.15 Jan.1l
TENNESSEE
ANTLERLESS
SEASON TYPE SEASON DATES BAG LIMIT
Sep. 26- Oct. 30, 2009
. NOTE:
Archery Nov. 2-6, 2009 4 Wild Turkey seasons
(includes crosshows) for both AL & TN run
Dec. 718, 2009 thru April 30.
Muzzleloader and Archery Nov. 720, 2009 4

Gun, Muzzleloader and Archery

Nov. 21- Dec. 6,2009

Dec. 19, 2009 Jan. 10, 2010

See Quota Hunt Table for antlerless hunts.

Young Sportsman*

Oct. 31- Nov. 1, 2009

Jan. 1617, 2010
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The Return of the
Cowboy Caver

By PatrickO6 Di am NSS 35852

McBride Cave -R) Shawn McKee, Houston

The first couple of pits were climbed
by Micah without much difficulty.
He then rigged our rope and we
pieced together a climbing system to
get us up the pits. Then, less than
100 feet from the entrance, we
encountered an unclimbable pit. The
overhang was too great; human
pyramids didnot
were spent in that room trying to find
a way up.

The call out was still more than 12
hours away, and

embarrassment of a rescue. Soon, a

small knob was spotted and for the

Hardin, Kuenn Drake, Patrick O'Diam, Harold Next four, we all took turns trying to

Calvert

Nearly ten years ago, several of us
went to Mc Br i
attempted something that had never
been done, nor has it been tried since.
Mostgr oups enter
with only one or two ropes and rig
each pit as a putlown. This allows
the cavers to descend the nearly 500
vertical feet of passage that contains
nine pits without lots of gear. Just
descending equipment is needed and
the rgpe is pulled down and used at
the next pit.

We had intended on doing just that
when [ first visited the cave, but after
pulling down the first four pits, route
finding became a problem. Houston
Hardin had been to that point of the
cave before, but HaroldCalvert,
Micah Sims, and | were newcomers.
After spending several hours going in
circles somehow missing the correct
passage out, Micah decided to return
the way we had come. This started
the first attempt of a pustp trip
through McBri

i
now where

debds

Mc Br i

debds.

l asso the rock.

Cowboy Caver o

lassoing the rock.
Cave

and

Harold, the Cowboy Caver

Micah climbed the rope and rerigged
for the others to climb. We exited
and returned home having been
defeated by the cave.

Some few months later, Micah and |

returned to the cave with a guide that
had been through several times. We
discovered we had just barely missed
the wrrect passage. The cave
quickly became one of my favorites

and | returned several times. Some
of the return trips went well. Others

were more of a challenge.

However, each time Harold tried to
visit the cave, we encountered
problems. Flooding passages kept us
from entering several times.  After
four unsuccessful
Harold vowed he would never return.

i Highh avater ssituwatiens » and past
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rescues that had taken place at that
cave adde to his decision. It took
some convincing, but finally Harold
agreed he would go with us.

In early August 2009, Houston
Hardin drove up from Jackson, MS
to finish the cave that had stopped

w o r tkm befor& eWitle lHoadton tamel hiss

friend, Shawn McKee. Kuenn Drake
took the day off work to make his
second trip through
the Cowboy joined sias well. There

we weré therfie tof uswoa the trip tarid eve

expected to make good time. We
met at Kuennds hous:
him to the cave. After securing

F ipermaidsibny from Htlaer wety dcavért h e

Cal v efriendlydviu. tlaye, eelstaded upnthe

hill to the upper entrance. &Vall
decided to use shorty wet suits and
most had cave suits on over the top.

Houston's cheeseburger

We entered the cave at noon and
quickly came to the first pit. We

decided to rig the rope as a single
line and rappelled down on the
blocked side. We noticed most pits
had new boltshat had been placed

which made the rigging nicer. The
trip through the cave was rather
standard. The water was lower than
any of us had ever seen it.

Shawn took a souveniwith him
throgh a few crawls.As a new
comer to the Cullman group, his pack
had to be rocked. However, guilty
tconsmences prevq\}ﬁ nd h Vas
told t& c?'leck his pac CbB?ore enterlng !

some of the tighter crawls.
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Kuennods

flying

A break in the large passage just
before pit number 5 was the spot for
lunch. Houston and Shawn had
brought cheeseburgerto eat but
were very possessive when we tried
to take the burgers from them. Pit
number 5 is the 90 footer and lands
in a pool in a large room. After a
pause for a picture, Kuenn came
flying through the air and tackled me
in the water. We continued dowime
other pits and had a very enjoyable
time.

Enjoying the improved rig ##®int

We made our way to the bottom and
entered the last 1500 feet or so of
horizontal passage and started our
crawl out. This crawl took an hour
and we exited at 6:00 pm in the
evening sun. We had a very
enjoyalbe trip, took our time coming
through the cave and enjoyed each
ot her 6s company,;
closure for several people who had
attempted the cave so many years
before. After eating Mexican, we
returned to town to rest up for the
grotto picnic the followng day. The
Cowboy Caver even said the trip was

tackl e

not as bad as he had expected and

that he would retur
McBride TR - Some
things do get better with
age...

By: Kuenn Drake

Last d Friday, e Augi o/thy Cullman

Grotto members Harold Calvert,
PatrickO'Diam and I from Cullman,
AL, along with Houston Hardin and
Shawn McKee from Jackson, MS
embarked on e another trip to
McBride Cave. After securing
permission from Mr. Lloyd we
parked and started the hike arourid
am. There was a fair amount of bush
whacking at thestart due tosome
downed trees, etc. soon we were in
the creek bed and familidrail. We
arrived at the entrance, donned our
wet suits and headed albout noon.

All but Shawn had been to the cave
before, however, only two of us had
ever successfullymade it ALL the
way through. A sorted history of high
water and poor route finding
contributed to the previous failed
attempts including a 4 pit "push up"
trip after 4 "pull downs", the details |
will leave for "campfire tales",
needless to say, there washealthy
respect for this cave among the
group. My last trip was 4 years prior
in the dead of winter with freezing
temperatures and high water...
although we made it through thday

| came with a certain amount of
trepidation.

We decided for this puldown trip
we would use some newly developed
skills in Single Rope Technique
(using biner blocks and Last Man At
Risk method) acquired earlier this
year when our Grotto visited
southern Utah for some
c%nyong\éﬂn@.ﬂo%srtok %Ad Shawn,
being very experienceith this genre
were happy to oblige, being more
comfortable with ATCs; micro racks
werethe preferred choice for the rest
of us.
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Bottom of pit 2

Armed with 120' length of 11mm pit
rope and a 120' 5mm pull cord we
entered and bem our trip. We
rigged the 9 pits this way: 1 & 2
together (one rig),-® were all rigged
separately (Pit numbers are based on
the ACS map). Pib (90") was the
only place where we used the 5mm
pull line. | was the first man down at
#5, so | tried rappelig with the rope
pack tethered from my harness,
reeling out as | descended. This
completely eliminated the danger of
a rope throw getting entangled in the
flukes. The last man down brought
the pull line in thesame fashion.

Rigging pit 5, SRT with pull cord

The 120' length worked well for all
rigs; pit 7 with the two tiered drop
required all 120 feet in oedt to have
enough for the pull.Using SRT
offered some (great advantages;
lighter gear, descending #5 as
described above, the added
advantage in case a climb out is
required. All things considered, |
wouldn't change a thing rigging wise,
however, next tripve may consider a
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smaller diameter rope, possibly the
9.2mm dry stuff. | would ke

interested to know if anyone has used
it in McBride.

Patrick on rope, pit 6 o

Since it had been 4 years between the
last time any of us had beérere, we
were pleasantly surprised to find new
rig stations; especiallyat #8, great
improvement over the old one. Mega
kudos to whever wasresponsible
for setting these. Despite our
apprehension from paattempts, this
turned out to be an enjoyable
trip...great fun. At thebottom of #9
we were wishing for more, alas, the
next 1500' helped us get thgiddy"
out.

Upon exiting we allfelt a sense of
accomplishment; for some of the
group it brought closure to 15 years
of frustraton. Had this been myirst
through trip | would probably not
have the respect for this cattat it
deserves, but | know betteFour
years ago | postetriefly after that
trip stating, "it was about all this 45
year oldcould handle"In retrospect

I know now it's all about water level,
water  temperature and the
competence of the group.

One thing for sure, it wohbe 4 years
between the next trip to McBride.

Trip Pics:
http://tinyurl.com/lktlu4

P S éVir. Lloyd ranks in the top 5 of
best landowners...fellow cavers, let's
not mess that up.

Aﬁ?

e ‘ 5 Sl
N

. - R . LS o
McBride Cave Exfter a fantastic trip.

=

Tumbling Rock Cave
8-22-09

By Scott Murphy

Met the gang over in Scottsboro at
The McDonalds at 9. Didn't know
who all was coming. Went in and got
a biscuit, soon after Evon's jeep
pulled in the parking lot and out
popped Evon Harold and Perry.
Harold said that Pete and Joann and
her girls were onther way also.
Bruce and Josh on their way as well.
Lee came with them also. While we
waited on the adventure scouts we
were wondering how many of them it
would be because we had a pretty big
crowd already. When they arrived
they were in one vehicle 6tt); that
made the count come to 17.

the kids were

Pete, Joann and

planning on going back to the King
Shower and heading back out. We
were going all the way back to
Mount Olympus and the Pillar of
Fire.

Saltpeter vat area of Tumbling Rock

| remember a couple of really long
tight crawls but that was about 15
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years agp having done a lot since
then this time it wasn't bad at all.
Stopped and checked out the tar or
asphalt coming in from the ceiling |
thought it smelled a little like crude
oil. Saw some nice pretties that |
didn't see before some nice hooked
shaped helictites.

On the way out we took some
different passages. We bypassed the
rock crawl and took the stream
passageThe first part is a little tight
but then opens up. We (Perry, Josh
and ) stayed in the stream passage
and everyone else stayed up top. Josh
wentway on up ahead but it looked
like it was gettingight but he found
an arrow on the wall so it must have
kept on going. We turned around and
caught back up with our
group.About half wayback we got
lost again Josh anthe | think we
were inVirgin Pass. It runs parallel
with the main passage but dead ends.
Also on the way out we saw the
Elephants Feet.

Turned out to be a good trip. No
Scout leaders broke any bon€air
group went and ate Mexicgwood
food and conversation.

Tumbling Rock

A scout trip with no scouts
By Harold Calvert

Saturday, September 22vas our
scheduled annuatip planned for the
Greenpond scout troopphis year the


http://tinyurl.com/lktlu4
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group was to be the Venture scouts.

Since this was our tenth year
to take them cavingmost of then
had agd out of the boy scout group,
which evidently aged them out of
going with us also. To begin with,
ten scouts were going. After
scheduling conflicts we ended with
only two boys and four adults.
Wade and Judy McCree vemow
the leaders of the groupVade told
me that perfume and gasoling a
preference of most of thieoys now
that they could drivelt must have
been this daypnly two boys were
present. That s , @& had fun

anyway.

Our cavers group consisted of
myself, along with Evon,Scott and
Bruce.

Bruce brought along his son Josh,
and his brotherlee. Also along for
the trip were Pete and Joannith
their two girls Jessicand Courtney.

After paying our dues and signing
waivers,we were on our way. Most
of the group were traveling at a
decent paceput Joann was falling
behind #ong with Pete who was
helping.She had recently broken her
foot and wa apparently having
difficulty. While stopped to let them
catch up,we moved the twairls to
the front of the lineso that Pete could
concentate on only helping one
person.The girls did fine,although
one said that if | ever get out of here
| will never be back!

The trip back to th&ingd Shower

was uneventfulalthough | had never
seen the cave this dry before
practically no water in the cave
anywhere.The shower was only a
small drip. This is where Pete
decided to take his group outhey

had enough cempldin

about the decision.

We then stepped up the pabeaded
for the Pillar of Fire.The sand crawl
was nottoo bad,the suicide crawl
made up for it.It seemed much

longer than remembered.Passing
the asphalt ooze avset our sights on
Mt Olympus. Everyone had fun

climbing the mountainalthough it
was not as slicks normaldue to the
cave beig so dry.

We then headed outwith a few
detours along the waylhe time in
cave was six and a half hours.
We also reported to Jay Clark about
seeing two bats in the cavée
wanted to know. had not been to
TumblingRock in a long timelt was
good to be back.

| would like to personally thank the
SCCI for a&quiring this cave and for
all the hard work involved in keeping
our caves open.

0
e

Minutes of Meeting of
Cullman Grotto
of The National

Speleological Society
August 4, 2009

The regular monthly meeting of the
Cullman Grotto of the National

Speleological Society was called to order
on Tuesday, August 8, 2009 at 7:30 pm
at the Depot by Harold Calvert,

chairman. 13 were present.

The minutes of the previous monthly
meeting wereread and a motion was
made by David Drake to accept the

d i ehinu@ed as read and seconded by Tracy

Calvert.

Trip reports and photos are needed for
the newsletter and photos in categories
are needed to update the web page. A
discussion was held about a webvie
that would allow grotto members to post
pictures from their home computer to the
grotto web site.
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The 1% annual Grotto picnic will be held

at Camp Hulaco Augusf“&at noon.

A discussion was held about what to do
with the outdated computer the ogo
has. Also the possibility of the grotto
purchasing a rope washer was discussed,
but it was decided not to get one.

Patrick
of using the Community Room at the

Health Department as a future meeting
location in we evehave a need to find a

new place to meet. The room use is free
of charge.

August 22 is the rescheduled date for the
Green Pond scout troop to Tumbling
Rock trip. Individuals are needed to help
on the trip.

Trip reports were given from several
individuals.

There being no further business to come
before the meeting, the chairman
declared it adjourned. A video was
shown filmed by Bruce white of the

ziplines at Banning Mills in Whitesburg,

GA.

TAG Calendar

Sept 5"
Grotto Trip
TBA. Meet at Library 8am

Oct 6
Grotto Meeting
7:30p L&N Depot, Arnold St

Oct 8-11
TAG Fall Cave -In
TOTM site on Lookout Mtn

Nov 7

Board of Governors Meeting
Bham Zoo Lodge. Hosted by
Bham and Central AL grottos

August 2-6, 2010
NSS Convention
Essex Junction, Vermont

O6Diam di scus s



