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ECHO))))) CHAMBER

GROTTO TRIPS

Here's a list of therips panned for
the next 6 monthghese are also on
the Yahoo group calendar.

Patrick

April 10 Torode's Pit

May 8 Paul's CaveThe Cataract
June5  Green's Well

July 211 EI Capitan

August 7 Pretty Well

The Greenhorn Tourist Caver
Speaks

Ten years ago | made thep of a
lifetime. | rode down to Mexico and
did an 1100 foot rappel into a great
pit. Time has pulled me from my
friends in the grotto but | will never
forget the trip! Thanks for a great trip
with good friends. | hope to renew
my membership and friendghwith
everyone in the grotto.

Derick Mitchell

SERA Guidebook

This year's guidebook wilbe 96
pages long. It will be fresh. That
means, all new maps and cave
descriptions, no ‘"repeats"!These
maps have not even beenblished
by their respective cave surveys yet.
Here is a quick rundown miswa few
surprises.

-Geological overview of Grundy and
surrounding counties

-Geology field trip qguide to
accompany the Saturday afternoon
field trip

-Historical accounts  of
exploration in  Grundy
surrounding counties

cave
and

-Articles from TAG's most active
group of surveyors

-Accounts of the survey and
exploration of Nunley Mt Cave
System, Grundy County's premier
cave

-Cave descriptions written by the

actual explorers and

Suy@'s
-Cave maps previously never before
published in any guidebook

-Photos from several of TAG's finest
that feature classic caves and TAG
legends

More information will follow,
usually every Saturday, so look for
posts here on TagnetRemember,
preregstration ends May 1st, so get it
in early and save 5 dollars. Go to
http://www.caves.org/grotto/sewanee
mountaingrottofor a downloadable
form. See you there!
Peter "Mudpuppy"
Chairman

Michad

PS | left out descriptions of "off
trail" guided trips offered at the
Carnival into the South's premier
show cave.Kind of a teaser, don't ya
think? Stay tuned and keep your
gear clean!

Proposed Change to ACS
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that the cave meets the 50" minimum
requirement.

If you have any questions, | will be
happy to try and answer them. | hope
to see you there!

Steve Brewer

2010 NSS BOG ELECTION

By now you should have received
your ballot for the NSS Board of

Governors election. Please take time
to review it and cast your vote, due
no later than May15th.

2010 Bridge Day

The Bridge Day Rappel application
is to be completed online at
www.bridgedayrappel.com on or
before June 4.Complete the entire
application. Incomplete applications
will  not be accepted. All
applications must be submitted
online. Once you have fillecdbut an
application please let Nikky Manke
know sothata spotcanbe resereved
for you on the VBATSeam.

Bylaws

Dear fellow ACS member:

I am sending this email to announce
t he foll owing: D |
spring ACS meeting, there will be a
vote on a proposed change to the
ACS Bylaws. Prior to the vote, there
will be a discussion of the issue.
Here is the texof the proposal:

Proposed Change to ACS Bylaws
Section IV, Subsection D, shall be
amended/changed to read as follows:
D) The word "cave" as herein
defined is, "A natural cavity which
equals or exceeds fifty (50) feet in
l ength. o
AfLengt ho
sum

total of the measured lengths of all
the humanly traversable passages in
the cave, whether they are horizontal,
vertical, or incli
is strongly encouraged that this
measurement be obtained from an
instrumental survey of the entire
cave. An estimated length may only
be wused when the reporter is
confident beyond aeasonable doubt

s ldalas:bef

June 17-20 - SERA Cave Carnival

July - Grotto Trip

August 2-6, 2010

TAG Calendar

Apr 10 - Grotto Trip
Torodebs Pit.

Apr 24 - ACS Meeting
Scottsboro Public Library 1002 N
Broad St. 9:00 am.

Hosted by Sewanee Mountain
Grotto in Grundy County, TN, near
Monteagle. See the SERA Web site
or Contact Maureen Handler

Yosemite Par kos E

NSS Convention d
Essex Junction, Vermont

Oct 7-10
33 Annual TAG Fall Cave-In
TAGOTM. Hosted by DCG

Oct 16 - Bridge Day
New River Gorge, Fayetteville, WV
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Whiteside Mountain
AccessChanges

From: Chris Kelly - Mountan
Wildlife Diversity Biologist NC
Wildlife Resources Commission

The closure boundaries at Whiteside
Mountain, Nantahala National
Forest, is about to change
significantly. The resident pair has
moved to the side of theiff that is

currently designated as open to
climbing and rappelling. The U.S.

Forest Service is changing the

closure so that the side currently
designated as 'open’ becomes 'closed’,
and the side currently
becomes 'open'.

‘closed’

In terms of clinbing routes,
everything to the right of (east of) the
Mainline route will be closed (right
when viewing the cliff face from the
base of Whitesides). This means that
Traditions, Original Route, Whipping
Boy, and all other routes on the right
side are closthis year. The change
should go into effect in the next
couple of days, once they have
notified their enforcement officers
and updated signs, and | will update
you then. The Forest Service is
working to change signage in the
kiosk, post signs on the tkaand
write a press release.

Why did they move?t's hard to say,
but the resident female was replaced
in May 2009 by a new female, so that
could partially explain a shift in
behavior. Also, we did document
violations to the closure last year, so
these birds may be responding to
disturbance. The pair is currently
incubating. By adhering to the
closure, climbers can help ensure that
the birds will be able to finish nesting
in a timely fashion, and the closure
will be lifted as soon as possibléf
they are disturbed, they will attempt
to renest, which will delay opening
of this cliff significantly. So please
help spread the word.

A@'&?

WAR EAGLE

A non-conventional cave trip
By Harold Calvert

Have you ever been caving in your
birthday suit? We did in War
Eagle(sort of)Here's the story...

| got a call from Patrick asking if |
was going on the tripAfter | said
yes, he informed me that &urday
would be his birthday andnly two
days until yoursl have a new caving
suit to give youcome by to try it on.
Knowing Patrick like | dothere had
to be more to this than what it
seemedThere was.

When | got there he handed me a
suit. Not just any old caving suia
Sunday best with a tieA very ugly
tie | might add,the ugliest he could
find! It&s our birthday,we should
dress for the occasiome said.Oh
come onit will be fun, he addedSo
off I go with a brand new birthday
suit, just for caving.

Everyone was surprised when we
arrived in style. Of course we
hammed it up a bitlt had snowed
that night andwe hiked arand for
awhile (searching for the trail).HE
trail was never found. When we
located the entranceét was nice to
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warm ourselves by.All rappelled
with no incident.

Once all were insideye headed out
for the first formaion room,whichis
not far from the pitAfter a few pics
of the formations,the bulk of the
group headed deeper intbe cave.
All but Bruce and myself{e wanted
to see what was down a sand crawl at
the end of the roomiNot to let him
go alone,l volunteered to join him.
Thinking that this would choke out,
we continuedon. It did not. We
broke into a stream passagéath lots
of leads.

Consulting the mapwe found that
we had ventured into aredisat had
not been mappednd had very little
traffic. We trudged onchecking out
lead after leadWhat bugged us the
most was the fact that everywhere we
went, above us was more passage
that we could see but not safely
reach.Fearing that we had been gone
too long from the group,we
abandonedthe new territory and
returned to the otherBhey had gone
to the end of the main trunk passage
and were now returning.

fiwhat happened to you guyshey
asked. We told them of our
discoveries, | am not sure they
believed us.

Returning to the ropeye began our
ascent.It was much drippier now,
when we topped out the reason was
obvious.All the snow had melted .
There was the trailThe snow had
covered it that morning.

After changing,we headed out for
Mexican food.Isnd t t hat t
for caving anyway?

The next @y | hosed off the new
caving suit at the local car wadhds
ready for the next caving trif.here
will be a "summer formal" caving
trip. Get your Snday best ready.

Black tie required.
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Birthday Party at

Valhalla
3-6-10
By Scott Murphy

Met at the ibrary at 8 dressed in my
tux for a formal Birthday party.
When Patrick, Harold, Perry and
Sharon showed up | noticed that |
was under dressed. We were on our
way to the WalMart in Scott's
Boroughd >t fS ™Sf—-t"4#54tt
get some mulch for the trip and to
meet up with Jeff, Wendy and Aan.
Buddy asked us to get five bags for
the lip around the pit. | think that is a
good Idea. | really think he should
get everybody to bring a bag of
gravel for the road to the cave but it
wasn't that bad diving up this ten
Seems like last time we were there
the road had some really bad ruts in
it.

We arrived at the parking area and |
had to use the bathroom so | went out
into the woods. When | walked back
to the truck to help carry some of the
bags of mulch up. | nited it looked
like the brush all around the parking
area had been laid over by rushing
water didn't think much about it.

At the top we rigged off the big tree
rapped it up nice with rope pads so
we wouldn't harm it. put two ropes
into the pit | helped more than usual
on the rigging this time even helped
lay some rope pads at the lip. We
rapped on down to the bottom. |

stayedin my climbing

gear thought | might
bounce the pit before
we did the cave but
after standing around
for a while down in the
bottom it got a little

chilly. 1 took my gear
off and did a little

exploring. | noticed
when | went back to
Toms Chimney room |
noticed that there was a
lot of debris of sticks
twigs and leaves going
to that room.

Patrick and Aeon did bounce the pit.
When they got back down we
worked on some rope techniques. We
headed back into the cave we got a
little lost at the start ( Ihink Patrick
was rounding up some birthday
presents) | don't remember the cave
being so tight and strenuous. | do
remember the climb up using the
purple hand line (17 foot up) Before
this room there is a climb down (15
foot) When | was at this fiat | head
Patrick ask me to e¢oe up there and
take a pictue of this bathe said it
was dead. Before | got to him |
noticed three more dead on the floor
and around the room. We weeall
really worried aboutWNS. | didn't
want to the one who had to tell
anybody thawe found WNS in this
cave. Found out later that the whole

Valhalla bat
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cave had been flooded killing most
of the bats. Buddy thought it had
killed all the bats. We saw probably
around a hundred live bats but we
were more concerned about counting
the dead ones (Thinkg the entire
time this was going to be our last
cave trip.)

We made it back to the Mega Dome
and had a Birthday party with
cupcakes and presents and crickets.
on the way out we didn't have any
trouble. | think Harold gba little lost

in the canyon i@a. He stayed on the
lower level a little to far. The climb
out was nice. | climbed by myself
with Perry and Sharon tandem
climbing beside me.

We spread mulch around the pit
before we left. It was getig a little
dark. Wanted to stop at Buenaista
on our way back to Cullman but it
was packed so we opted for Agaves
in the old restaurant. It was a good
trip.

Priceless look from the guy in background.

A‘:’

Alabama Bat Working Group:
WNS ResponsePlan

Under t he Ieepmgyown g
informedo, below
from the March 23, 2010 meeting.

Clean caving = decontamination
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
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