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Upcoming Grotto Trips

June 5 Green’s Well
July1-11 El Capitan
August 7 Pretty Well
September 11 Long Island
Saltpeter

September 18  Grotto Picnic
October 7-10 TAG
November 27 Ellison’s

Long Island Cove Preserve
For immediate release

The Southeastern Cave Conservancy,
Inc. (SCCi) has just opened to
visitation Long Island Cove in
Jackson County, Alabama. The
3,000-acre Long Island Cove
Preserve contains two notable pits,
one significant horizontal cave, and
seven other known caves; all of these
caves have been closed for several
years. Deep Well, at 292 feet, is the
deepest open-air pit in the three-state
caving region commonly referred to
as TAG (Tennessee, Alabama and
Georgia). Not-So-Deep Well, at 253
feet, is also an impressive pit. Long
Island Saltpeter Cave, which contains
over three miles of known passage,
has been gated and essentially closed
to visitation for over 15 years.
Additional information about the
Preserve, including the complete
management plan, is on the Long
Island Cove Preserve page of the
SCCi web site, at
www.scci.org/preserves/longisland/I

ongisland.html

At this time, the preserve will be
open under a permit system, to SCCi
members only. Permit applications
may be obtained by contacting the
Long Island Cove  Preserve
Management Committee at
Longlsland@scci.org

Access to the Long Island Cove
Preserve is costing the SCCi $4,000
this year. Please help us continue to
provide access to unique properties
and classic caves like these by

becoming an SCCi Sustaining
Member. Details of our Sustaining
Membership program are available at
http://www.scci.org/Support/sustaini

ng.html

While the SCCi has just opened
several caves, it is important to note

that the SCCi takes very seriously the
bat affliction of White Nose
Syndrome. The SCCi will continue
in its efforts to protect and preserve
not only bats but all flora and fauna
in all of our caves. Through our new
Cave Visitation Policy, the SCCi is
promoting the concept of "clean
caving" as a way of conserving our
fragile cave ecosystems. More
information on our Cave Visitation
Policy is available on the SCCi web

site, at www.scci.org

Brian Krebs
SCCi Chairman

HCRU Tyrolean

The annual Huntsville Cave Rescue
Unit Tyrolean Traverse will be on
Saturday, July 17th, 2010, at DeSoto
Falls. This is officially a training
event for the HCRU. So...

The HCRU is pleased to invite the
TAG Community. A donation of $10
per person is required to participate.
You must be 16 or older & you will
have to sign a park release & an
HCRU release. Park releases will be
available on site.

You can read our website for gear
requirements & details.
http://www.HCRU.org/tyroleantraver
se

We expect to have more "I Survived
the Tyrolean Traverse" t-shirts
available!

You should contact DeSoto State
Park and make reservations now. See
http://www.DeSotoStatePark.com
Another option is the Serenity
Campground. It's

between DeSoto State Park &
DeSoto Falls. Tent and RV Rates are
reasonable and there's also fishing on
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a private lake (no license required).
See http://serenitycampground.com/

Please keep in mind that this is also a
fund raising event for the HCRU,

and that safety always comes first.
The HCRU has final say on all safety
issues. Send questions to
mailto:info@HCRU.org.

Yeeeeee-haaaaaaaaaaaa!

TAG Calendar

June 5
Grotto Trip-Green’s Well
Meet at library at 8:00am

June 17-20

SERA Cave Carnival

Hosted by Sewanee Mountain
Grotto in Grundy County, TN,
near Monteagle. See the SERA
Web site or Contact Maureen
Handler.

July 6
Grotto Meeting
7:30pm L&N Train Depot

July 1-11
Grotto Members - El Cap Trip

August 2-6, 2010
NSS Convention
Essex Junction, Vermont

Oct 7-10
33 Annual TAG Fall Cave-In
TAGOTM. Hosted by DCG

Oct 16

Bridge Day

New River Gorge, Fayetteville,
wv
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Deep Well — Not So Deep
By Patrick O’Diam

Years ago, Glenn Ledbetter took Jeff
and myself to Paul’s Cave (AKA
Vadose Cave) which has a pit named
The Cataract, a 290 foot pit, just
inside the entrance. My memory was
very fuzzy about the cave, so several
weeks before our planned grotto trip
to this cave last month, Scott and |
rode up to make sure | would be able
to locate it again. The house |
thought was the place we parked
didn’t quite look the way 1
remembered it, but we stopped and |
spoke to the owner. He had grown
up during WWII in that area and was
very knowledgeable of the caves in
that area. He told me of several
caves on his property, but none
matched my memory of what Paul’s
Cave was like. | described what I
was looking for and he recognized it
as the place he would take picnics as
a high school student. With
directions to drive a short way
around Keel Mountain, we were off
to find the proper land owner.

When we arrived at the correct
location, my memory started
matching up a little better. I spoke to
the land owner and she did remember
our group visiting about 10 years
ago. She was very friendly, but did
not want to allow visitors up there at
this time. She is trying to get the
land into a preserve and asked us to
check back at a later date. Scott and
I then returned back to the first house
where we had stopped and obtained
permission to go take a look at the
cave on his property, Stillhouse
Cave. We walked up to the entrance

and looked around before returning
home that evening.

With plans falling apart for the May
grotto trip, | was excited to receive
an e-mail from Nikky telling me the
SCCi had gotten a new preserve:
Long Island Cove. This was an
excellent acquisition that was aided
by our own grotto chairman, Harold
Calvert. There are 10 known caves
on this preserve, but only three are
large enough to be of interest: Long
Island Saltpeter Cave with over
13,000 feet of horizontal passage,
and Deep Well and Not So Deep
Well are both over 250’ pits.
Permission is granted only to SCCi
members — everyone on the trip must
me a member. Nikky obtained the
permit for the May grotto trip and all
was set.

On the morning of May 8", most met
at the library at 7:30. People on the
trip included Harold, Scott, Kuenn,
Evon, Perry, Sharon, John, Vic, and
myself. We met Nikky and TinY in
Scottshoro and proceeded to the
preserve. We entered the area from a
different area than we had in the past
and were able to drive within just a
couple hundred feet of the pits. Both
pits are rather small at the entrance
S0 just one rope was rigged in each.
However, with the pits being just 50
feet or so apart, it made it easy to
have both pits active at the same
time.
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 Patrick in Not S Deep Well '

TinY and Nikky set to work on Deep
Well rigging off the tree at the lip
and rebelaying off some bolts 20 feet
down. | dropped the grotto rope
down Not So Deep Well and entered
the pit I swore I’d never return to.
Some 10 or 12 years ago, | had done
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that pit and found all the ledges to be
a hassle. | cared nothing about doing
it again, but time had a way of
erasing all the unpleasantries of the

pit.

On my prior visit to Not So Deep, |
had put all the rope down at once and
found I had to pull it up and untangle
it several times. This time | decided
to stuff the rope into my pack and
allow it to feed out as | rappelled
down. This worked much better than
before. Upon reaching the bottom of
the 252° Not So Deep Well, I
climbed up to the window and
watched Nikky come down the 292’
Deep Well. The window overlooks
the pit some 40 feet above the floor.
Deep Well is a free drop with a deep
pool off to one side. Several of us
had radios that day, but both pits
were so tight at the top that we could
not communicate from the bottom to
the top. However, if someone was at
the rebelay at the bolts, we could
relay messages to the top.

The next several hours were spent
dropping and climbing both pits,
everyone taking turns in each pit.
Several people did weighted rappels
into Deep Well in order to get their
long racks properly adjusted for their
upcoming EIl Cap trip. Most people
climbed tandem out of Deep Well
while we only climbed one at a time
coming out of Not So Deep. The
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multiple ledges created numerous rub
points so we readjusted the rope by
pulling it up a foot or so after each
climb. On my climb out of Not So
Deep Well, | had a scare, and in turn
scared everyone in the two pits. |
climbed with my pack hanging below
me and, upon reaching the main lip,
my pack got hung on the ledge. |
gave it a little tug and felt rock break
loose. 1 quickly screamed “Rock!”
and then listened to it bounce off the
multiple ledges all the way down.
Luckily, everyone was able to get out
of the rock-fall zone in plenty of
time.

Once everyone was out of both pits,
we pulled rope and headed down the
mountain. We stopped in Scottshoro
for the traditional Mexican meal after
the trip and visited with one another.
It had turned out to be a beautiful day
and was very enjoyable. | look
forward to returning to the preserve
in the future and appreciate the SCCi
for their dedication of keeping great
caves open for us to visit and enjoy.

-

Vic & Harold at the pits

Tandem Rappel into

Neversink
By Patrick O’Diam

A couple of weeks ago, | was
awakened by receiving a text
message early in the morning. | was
surprised to see the text was from
Micah. | was even more surprised to
read that he wanted to go to
Neversink. He said he had a couple
of guys from work that he was taking
to Neversink in the afternoon and
wanted to see if | wanted to join him.
He was getting a slightly earlier start
that 1 could. Micah had also
extended the invitation to Harold so

the two of us met him there on a
beautiful weekend afternoon.

When Harold and | arrived, we saw
Micah’s truck and a couple of other
vehicles. Bill Putham and a friend
from Arizona were still at the
parking area about to head up the
mountain while Buddy and Doranne
Lane were already up top. When we
reached the top, we found Micah had
just climbed out and was about to go
back down. His friends, “Preacher”
and Ben were down on the bottom.
We dropped our rope beside Micah’s
while Buddy and his group rigged
around to the left of the traditional
rip point. As | rappelled down, | met
Micah  climbing tandem  with
Preacher and | stopped and visited
with them for a moment. Once |
reached bottom, I allowed Harold to
get over the lip and then clipped in to
give him a weighted rappel. He was
using his El Cap rack and had no
problem rappelling with 150 Ibs of
belay weight below him. This was
still about 30 Ibs shy of what he and
the others will experience next month
while in California, but it was still
good practice.

Once Harold was on the bottom, |
climbed out and visited with Bill and
Buddy while Harold climbed out
beside Ben. This was Ben’s first
time in a pit, and was more than
doubling his record. @ To make
matters more difficult, the he was
climbing on two knots. Harold
offered some suggestions and then
climbed beside him as they made it
to the top. It was a long, slow climb,
but Ben made it up and seemed to
enjoy it, but he was not eager to go
back down that same day. About this
time, another group showed up so
Micah pulled his rope because he had
to be back in town before too late.

Harold and | dropped a knotted
pigtail down beside our main rope
and each worked our way over the
lip: Harold on the main rope and me
on the pigtail. Once over the lip,
Harold added extra bars to his long
rack and then | changed over onto his
rope below him. He was able to
remove the extra bars and come
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down to 5 bars and start moving. |
dropped about 10 feet below him and
watched him as we both rappelled
together on a very smooth ride.
When | was a couple of feet off the
bottom, we both stopped to allow
Harold to add extra bars before | got
off the rope. Otherwise, he would
have dropped like a rock on top of
me once | reached the bottom. All
clear of the rope, Micah decided he
had time for one final ride so he soon
joined us at the bottom. We decided
to all three climb out together and
Micah wanted to be in the middle, so
up we went. The pigtail made it
much easier getting over the lip and
we all had a good time. Soon, we
had pulled rope and another rope had
been dropped for the other group and
we were on our way home. It was
great caving with Micah again and
hope he is not such a stranger in the
months to come.

A‘:"

Convention - Vermont

Dear NSS members,

It is now 10 weeks before the
Vermont NSS convention. Are you
attending?

Let’s talk about caving, after all this
is a convention about caves. Vermont
does have some of the best marble
caves around along with our
neighboring state of New York. The
caves selected we feel you will enjoy
as a sample of Vermont caving while
avoiding bat hibernacula. The
majority of caves trips will be led as
95% of the Vermont caves are
located on private land with trip size
regulations required. The non-led
trips will be limited in size and
number per day. Led trips have been
arranged to caves including Morris
Cave, Weybridge Cave, Red
Mountain Pit, Gargantua and Chiller
caves in Mt Horrid's Great Cliffs,
Hotwater Pond caves in the
Adirondacks, and the Mill Pond
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Caves. There may be led trips to old
hand dug mines in Vermont as well.
See bottom of this page for
descriptions of the caves. There will
also be self-led Trips, to caves in the
Adirondacks in NY. They are located
on state park lands that are open to
the public. Directions to these trips
will be provided at the convention.

CAVE DESCRIPTIONS:

Morris Cave- (VT) Morris Cave is
one of the longest and best-known
solution cave in Vermont. Expect an
average of six hours to explore which
offers nearly 2000ft of winding
passages ranging from belly crawls
to large rooms. There are several
pinches in the entrance series
that challenge larger cavers,
but once one reaches the main
room, the cave opens up.
From there, one can climb
down to the lake room, up to
highest point of the cave, or
take secondary passages to a
series of waterfall cascades or
a marble corkscrew. The cave
is formed in white Sutherland
Falls marble and bedded out
on pink weathering dolomite
that can be seen in the floor in
some parts of the cave. The
cave is located near East
Dorset, VT, and is approximately 2
and % hours travel south from the
convention site. There will be several
led trips and directions available at
the convention.

Weybridge Cave- (VT) Weybridge
Cave is Vermont’s third-longest
solution cave at over 1500ft. It
consists of a vadose entry passage
with a 25ft climb down followed by a
45ft rappel into the main trunk of the
cave, a long walking passage with
comfortable ceilings and a great deal
of clay infill. There are several points
where the passage is nearly choked,
but then opens again almost
immediately. There are also a
number of smaller, muddy side
passages that drain the main trunk
passage, and a larger side passage
that travels about 275ft and drains
the intermittent stream that flows into
the cave through the entrance

passage. The entire cave is formed in
Belden’s limestone, which further
south in  Vermont has been
metamorphosed  into  Belden’s
marble. The cave is located in
Weybridge, VT, approximately an
hour and a quarter from the
convention site. There will be led
trips and directions available at the
convention.

Red Mountain Pit- (VT), This cave
has the single deepest drop in the
northeast at 168ft, which can be
rigged either as a single drop with a
questionable ledge partway down, or
a shorter drop followed by a rebelay
and traverse and then a clean drop

Lana Waterfall

from the opposite side of the pit.
Though no further passage is known
at the bottom of Red Mountain Pit,
the cave offers some excellent
technical challenges as well as nice
views of the marble strata as it
descends through the Bascolm-
Beldens formation. The cave is
located near Arlington, VT, and is
about two and a half hours south of
the convention site. The convention
will provide a led trip for vertically
skilled cavers only.

Mill Pond Caves— (VT) The Mill
Pond Caves are a series of three short
hydrological related stream caves,
two wet and one dry. The upper dry
cave is about 85ft long with one
minor constriction and a series of
rooms and domes. The insurgence
cave is mostly small and wet, with
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about 75ft of crawls and pinches in
the stream. The resurgence cave is
connected to the insurgence cave, but
blocked by breakdown, and has
entrances at both ends of its 70ft of
passage. There is an ear dip half-way
between the sinkhole entrance and
the  resurgence  entrance  that
guarantees  getting completely
soaked. All the caves are formed in
Clarenden Springs Marble. The caves
are located in Colchester, VT, and
are about ten-minutes drive from the
convention site.

Mount Horrid Talus Caves (VT),
The Mount Horrid Talus Caves are
not quite a two hour drive from the
convention site. At the name
suggests the caves are in talus.
In this case the talus is very
massive and tricky to navigate
through. The hike from the
parking area to the talus caves
will take at least an hour
(uphill). There are three main
so called caves in this area.
Mt.  Horrid Ice  Cave,
Gargantua Cave and Chiller
Cave. The Ice Cave is the most
cave like of the group, nestled
under the base of a hundred
foot cliff. Gargantua and
Chiller Caves are complex and
hard to figure out and hard to find.
They have strong vertical relief and
lots of tricky climbing is necessary.
Ropes and vertical gear may be
necessary to get to some places. The
caves are quite clean with very little
mud or dirt, just lots of sharp and
unstable rock. The experience of
simply getting to the talus area and
the surroundings are well worth the
effort. This area is not recommended
for a family type outing

Burroughés Cave
Pond Caves- (NY), The Hot water
Pond Cave System is a series of
hydrological related caves ranging
from 2000ft to 25ft., with about
2700ft of known cave in the system.
The longest cave, Burrough’s, is also
the resurgence for the system. It
contains several multi-level passages
and one of the largest breakdown
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rooms in NY, filled with climbs and
meandering  passages  between
breakdown  blocks. Past the
breakdown room is the bulk of the
cave, mostly multi-level stream
passage leading to  gradually
shrinking in feeder passages. The
stream is lost towards the back of the
cave, though sections of the dry
passage drain away towards it. Next
door to Burrough’s is Rusty Stove, a
narrow cave about 300ft long with
walls covered in popcorn. Above on
the plateau is Hotwater Pond Cave,
the insurgence for the system, with
about 250ft of walking passage and
two entrances. Two other small
caves, Porter and Neverellen, are also
located in the karst. All the caves are
formed in Grenville marble, which is
ancient and so metamorphosed that it
has reduced to many of its
constituent minerals; igneous
intrusions into the marble are also
common. These caves are located in
Minerva, NY in the Adirondacks,
approximately 2 and % hours travel
south from the convention site. There
will be led trips and directions
available at the convention.

A word on White Nose Syndrome.
Nearly all known caves in the
northeast have WNS. Caving Gear
used during the convention may be a
possible vector for the spread of
WNS to other regions. To help
minimize this risk, basic caving
clothing and gear will be provided
for cavers arriving from areas that
are not currently affected by WNS.
Cavers coming from areas already
affected by WNS should bring their
own gear. We expect to have a good
selection of typical caving gear such
as outer clothing, knee pads, helmets,
headlamps, boots, cave packs, and
gloves.  However we  cannot
guarantee the selection, nor will we
be able to supply vertical gear or
carbide lights. Gear can be reserved
at the convention the day prior to
use. If you have gear that you can
loan or donate, please bring it to the
convention.

Vermont caves are one of a kind; you
will have the most fun going the
shortest distance in the longest

amount of time. For the JSS, we have
three caves with just them in mind.
See you in Vermont,

Rick Pingree
2010 NSS Convention co-chair

A‘?

MINUTES OF MEETING
OF CULLMAN GROTTO
OF NATIONAL
SPELEOLOGICAL

SOCIETY
May 4, 2010

The regular monthly meeting of
Cullman  Grotto of  National
Speleological Society was called to
order on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, at
7:30 p.m. at The Depot by Harold
Calvert, chairman. 12 were present.

The minutes of the previous monthly
meeting were read and motion was
made by Kuenn Drake to accept the
minutes as read and motion seconded
by Mike TinY Manke.

The treasurer’s report was given.

The May Grotto trip will be to Deep
Well on Saturday, May 8th. Meet at
the library at 7:30 a.m.

Conservation officer, Kuenn Drake,
talked about the CRF restoration in
Mammoth Cave and the possibility
of participating in it some weekend.
The next restoration weekend will be
sometime in November. Kuenn will
get the necessary information if
anyone is interested in participating.

Safety coordinator, TinY, stressed
that we should always give everyone
a belay - whether it is asked for or
not. Belay is not an option.

Old Business:  The grotto can
purchase the new grotto rope for 45
cents per foot. The grotto wants 630
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ft, but will purchase two 1,500 ft
spools  with  several people
purchasing various lengths.

There are three old grotto ropes that
will be auctioned off: 200 ft, 135 ft,
and 630 ft. The 200 ft and 135 ft are
too worn to be use for anything other
than a hand line. There will be a
$100 minimum starting bid for the
630 ft rope.

There are still some old T-shirts still
available.

The Grotto has been asked to do a
presentation for the Cullman Public
Library on July 20th.

The deadline for registration for
Bridge Day is June 4th. For any
questions or announcements or to see
the practice schedule, check with
TinY and NikkY or their website for
this event.

The Grotto picnic will be held on
September 18th at Camp Hulaco
beginning at noon. The Grotto will
furnish the meat and buns. Grotto
members will be everything else.

New Business: John McCrary
donated six 2-way radios to the
Grotto.

For show and tell, Harold Calvert
brought a Ropercisor he had made
and explained how it works.

Trip reports were given.

There being no further business to
come before the meeting, the
chairman declared it adjourned.

APPROVED:

Chairman

APPROVED:

Secretary Pro Tem



