
  

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
    
 

AMAZING DISCOVERY: 
Ancient picture unearthed showing the  
Prophet Samuel on the Wall of Jericho 
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CULLMAN GROTTO FLOWSTONE 

The Flowstone is published monthly by the Cullman Grotto of the National 

Speleological Society. Items submitted for publication must be received by the 20
th
 of 

each month for inclusion in the following monthôs issue. 

 

The Cullman Grotto will exchange by request with any publishing grotto. 

Republication of items within The Flowstone is allowed provided credit is given to 

author and source. 

 

Membership to the Cullman Grotto is fifteen dollars ($15) per year for individual or 

twenty dollars ($20) per year for family. Dues are payable at the first grotto meeting of 

each year (January) and includes subscription to The Flowstone. Subscription rate for 

non-members is fifteen dollars ($15) per year. 

 

The Cullman Grotto meets on the first Tuesday of each month unless the first Tuesday 

falls on a holiday or otherwise noted. In those cases the meeting will be held on the 

second Tuesday. Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are held at the old L&N train depot, 

Arnold St., Cullman, AL. All visitors and prospective members are welcome. 

 

 

 

                  Visit us online @   
                                                                            

    www.caves.org/grotto/cullman/ 

         or       www.cullmangrotto.com 
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THANK YOU!  
Thanks to a couple of Montgomery 

folks for their recent submissions to 

the Flowstone. Stan Tew and Chuck 

Tice both contributed articles to this 

and previous issues. I couldnôt do 

this job without your trip reports and 

those of other regular 

contributorséyou know who you 

are. Keep em coming folks! 

_____________________________ 

 

Upcoming Grotto Trips 
August 7 Pretty Well 

September 11 Long Island 

Saltpeter 

September 18 Grotto Picnic 

October 7 ï 10 TAG 

November 27 Ellisonôs 

____________________________ 

 

WNS Cause 

 
"The proverbial horse has long since 

departed the barn, but scientists now 

believe they might have found the 

syndrome's source." 

 

"The same white-nose fungus we 

identified here was identified in 1998 

in a cave in France," Wallace said. 

"Funny thing is, it doesn't seem to 

cause bat mortality over there...." 

 

Researchers uncovered evidence that 

the fungus might have been 

transported from France to New 

York during a 2005 conference of 

cave scientists. 

 

"Several of the caves on the 

conference's visitation list were the 

very same caves where the first cases 

of white-nose syndrome were 

discovered shortly afterward. The 

speculation is that it arrived on the 

clothing and gear of some of the 

conference's European participants," 

Wallace said. "It's as close to a 

'smoking gun' as we have toward 

determining the root cause." 

______________________________ 
 

SCCi announces addition to 

the Snail Shell Cave Preserve 
 

The board of the Southeastern Cave 

Conservancy, Inc. (SCCi) is pleased 

to announce that a lease has been 

signed for the Clark Entrance to the 

Snail Shell Cave Preserve in 

Rutherford County, Tennessee. 

 

Snail Shell cave, surveyed at more 

than 9 miles, is the longest cave in 

Tennessee Central Basin region, The 

main entrance Is located within the 

88-acre preserve owned by the SCCi 

since 2002. The Clark Entrance, 

located nearby, allows access to the 

Grand Canal area of the cave. 

Permits for the Clark Entrance are 

separate from the main entrance and 

need to be specified in your request 

for access. 

 

For information on access to the 

cave, and information on supporting 

the Southeastern Cave Conservancy, 

please visit our homepage at 

www.scci.org 

 

John Hickman 

Member, SCCi Board of Directors 

http://www.scci.org 

 

***permission is granted to reprint/ 

redistribute this announcement in its 

entirety***  

______________________________ 

 

Call for Photos for the Cover 

of the NSS Members Manual 
 

Once again it's time to submit cool 

cave or caver photos to me for 

possible use on the cover of the 2010 

NSS Members Manual. 

 

No more than five photos in one e-

mail please, and all must have been 

taken by you. All photos must be 

vertically oriented. Horizontal photos 

will not work and will be eliminated 

immediately even if they're really 

good. 

 

No "bad" caver practices should be 

shown, like an ungloved hand 

holding onto a speleothem or not 

wearing a helmet. Deadline for 

submissions is August 2, 2010. 

 

Take a look at the last few covers 

and see what kind of photos are 

winners. YOURS could be the next 

cover! 

 

The other rule is that you must be a 

current NSS member so include your 

NSS number and state of residence in 

your e-mail. 

 

I know this is not a lot of time, but 

with e-mail it shouldn't take you too 

long to find up to five good photos to 

send me. IF you have more than that 

you'd like to submit, mail me a CD--

I'm in the Members Manual! Or 

bring it by the BATS Camp at 

Convention. 

 

Please repost this message on caver 

lists and grotto lists. 

 

Thanks, Meredith Hall Weberg NSS 

Members Manual Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECHO))))) CHAMBER  

TAG Calendar     

 
 
 
August 2-6, 2010                          
NSS Convention                  
Essex Junction, Vermont 
 

Aug 3 
Grotto Meeting 
7:30pm. L&N Train Depot 
 
Aug 7 
Grotto Trip 
Pretty Well. Meet at library 8am 
 
Oct 7-10                                     
33 Annual TAG Fall Cave-In 
TAGOTM. Hosted by DCG 
 
Oct 16 
Bridge Day 
New River Gorge, Fayetteville, 
WV 
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Torode Pit 

By Patrick OôDiam 

It had been ten or twelve years since 

I had last been to Torode Pit in 

Skyline, AL.  Vic had taken us there 

when Micah and Jamie first started 

dating.  I recalled it was a long walk 

and I didnôt think I would be able to 

locate it without some help, so I 

enlisted the aid of the human GPS: 

Vic.  He and I drove up to the area a 

few weeks in advance to check about 

access.  As we had thought possible, 

the older man where we had parked 

before had passed away, but the new 

landowners were just as friendly.  

They said it would be fine to park on 

their land and walk to the pit.   

Human GPS: Vic 

 

On April 10
th
, Harold, Vic, and I 

piled into Perry and Sharonôs truck 

and headed off for the pit.  The 

people were not home, so we left a 

note on the door and took off through 

the woods.  I had my GPS with me, 

but I was not sure if the coordinates 

would be correct.  I trusted Vicôs 

memory more than I did the GPS.  

The hike was just under a mile, and 

on the way, we found a good size 

stream going into the ground.  I 

marked the location on my GPS to 

check out on the way back and we 

continued to the pit.  Vicôs memory 

proved to be right on and we walked 

straight to the pit (turned out my GPS 

coordinates were also correct).  We 

quickly set to work dropping the rope 

into the pit. 

 

I was not feeling my best on this trip 

ï I had been bitten by a brown 

recluse spider the previous week and 

the antibiotics I was taking had made  

Patrick & Vic rigging the rope  

 

me sick.  This was the first day I had 

felt halfway decent.  Vic had not 

brought any gear, so he stayed up top 

as the rest of us made our way down 

the pit.  Harold, Sharon, and Perry 

went on back into the cave a ways 

while I climbed up and found a soft 

rock on which to take a nap.  

Sharon reaches the top 

 

Soon the others started making their 

way up the rope and decided to 

bounce another time or two.  This 

allowed Vic ample time to take 

another nap. By mid-afternoon, we 

had pulled rope and started our long, 

steep walk back to the truck.  We 

went by the stream that was sinking 

into the ground, but Harold couldnôt 

find an entrance that was large 

enough to enter.  I walked back 

down the hill a bit and discovered 

where the water was coming out 
of the ground.  I turned out that there 

was a horizontal distance of about 

175 feet and vertical difference of 

about 60 feet between the two spots.  

We decided it was not worth fooling 

with.  While I was checking the other 

location, Perry took advantage of my 

absence and rocked my pack.  I 

usually am very careful, but with not 

feeling well, I forgot to check my 

pack when I returned.  I carried the 

rock up the steepest part of the hike.  

Payback will be so fun!!! 

Torode Pit from the bottom 

 

Once we made it back to the truck, 

we decided to drive down the road a 

bit to see if we could get any closer 

than the 1 mile distance.  Before 

long, the GPS was pointing us in a 

way that had us within .25 mile of 

the pit.  We spoke to the land owner 

there and he was very friendly and 

said we could park on his land any 

time.  He showed us where to park 

and said it was about a 400 yard hike 

from there.  Knowing that, hopefully 

it will not be another 10 or 12 years 

before we return.  We headed off the 

mountain and into Guntersville to eat 

Mexican, a fitting end to an 

enjoyable day. 

 

More pictures from the trip as well as 

video of Vic dancing a jig can be 

seen on our Picasa site.   

 

           

 

The Tradinô Post 

Greetings, 

My wife, Pamela Piccirillo, who 

visited the Cullman Grotto several 

times years ago, is no longer able to 

cave and is selling her vertical gear.  

I'd appreciate your posting the 

following in your newsletter or 

making members aware of the sale.  

We're located in Huntsville. 
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All prices below are 50% of the new 

price and all the equipment is in 

excellent shape, [there may be some 

staining by white death make-upé.ed] 
sold as is, no returns, cash and 

carry.[cash and carry?? What is this, 84 

Lumber?...ed] 

PMI Classic EZ Bend static 11 mm 

rope 400' red, white, and blue (with 

white stars) {sic}  [see editorôs note 

aboveéed] - $235 

This color combination is no longer 

available, but similar rope is at: 

http://tinyurl.com/2f6kxho 

On Rope Climbing Systems 

Frog Climbing System   $ 100 

http://tinyurl.com/25cflq 

Mitchell Climbing System  $ 150 

http://tinyurl.com/2dupeb 

Double Bungie Ropewalker (small)   

$150 

http://tinyurl.com/yuxlef 

Pair of Stiff Steps     $22 

http://tinyurl.com/28kazyp  

Goliath Harness ï fully padded ï size 

small  $40 

http://tinyurl.com/29j2uxm 

Endurance Harness ï fully padded ï 

size medium  $40 

http://tinyurl.com/24lgpgw  

ñHò Chest Harness     $10S 

http://tinyurl.com/27w3ydqn 

Descending System 

Narrow Rack 14"  with hyperbar  

$55 

http://tinyurl.com/235usmq 

 Right Foot Pantin Foot Ascender  

$37 

http://tinyurl.com/2c2gjej  

Camp 

Tricam   $10 

http://tinyurl.com/23mcs5c 

Bokat Rope Washer               $20 

http://tinyurl.com/28kdj3j  

Various Knee Pads  

Please email if you are interested and 

we'll set up a time for you to look at 

the gear. 

Thanks, 

John Piccirillo 

[What about the camo and poodle?...ed] 

 

                  
 

Greens Well 

06/05/2010 

By: Chuck Tice 

 

Bright and early on June 5 (5:34 a.m. 

to be exact), I started my journey 

north from Millbrook toward the 

Cullman Library to meet other 

members of the Cullman Grotto. At 

around 8:00 a.m., six of us piled into 

two vehicles and made our way 

toward Greens Well via Huntsville.  

 

                Group at Greenôs Well 

At some point after 10:00am, we 

made it to the parking area and began 

our hike to the cave entrance. I 

misunderstood Patrick and thought 

he said it was 3 miles from the 

vehicles, so when we arrived at the 

entrance after .3 miles I was fairly 

excited. The temperature was rather 

warm, but we were able to stay under 

the shade of the trees most of the 

way, and there was an occasional 

breeze.  

 

                            Chuck 

Harold and Patrick rigged the 228' 

pit, which is right at the entrance. 

Patrick was the first one down, and 

he let off a couple of screams as he 

hit the waterfall ï the water was so 

cool that it took his breath away. 

Once at the bottom, he radioed up to 

tell the group we would have to 

evaluate the "chill" at the bottom and 

decide if we really wanted to do any 

caving. Scott was next down, 

followed by Harold, Chuck and then 

Perry and Sharon.  

In the end, everyone did do a little 

caving with most of us making it to 

the back. There was lots of tall, 

canyon passage that we had to 

chimney to get through. Only a little 

crawling was required, but we did 

have to walk through some areas of 

water that came up just past our 

knees. 

Harold ascended out of the pit first. 

Next, Patrick and Scott did a tandem 

climb. I followed them, and then 

http://tinyurl.com/2f6kxho
http://tinyurl.com/25cflq
http://tinyurl.com/2dupeb
http://tinyurl.com/yuxlef
http://tinyurl.com/28kazyp
http://tinyurl.com/29j2uxm
http://tinyurl.com/24lgpgw
http://tinyurl.com/27w3ydqn
http://tinyurl.com/235usmq
http://tinyurl.com/2c2gjej
http://tinyurl.com/23mcs5c
http://tinyurl.com/28kdj3j

